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PREFAC }‘1.

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the
Union and _Confederate navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Professor J. R. Soley, U.-S.
Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards
Assistant Sceretary of the Navy,

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-
sification ‘was ably continued by his successor, Licutenant-Commandor
K. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sca, was
relieved by Licutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U, S, Nnvy, in
May, 1893.

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of b()n-
gress approved July 31, 1804, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first
five volumes were published under his administration, and the impor-
tant duty of organizing the oftice for the distribution of these volumes
was acecomplished.

In March, 1897, Mr, Rush, baving heen ordered to sea, was succeeded
hy Professor Edward K. Rawson, U. S. Navy, as superintendent.
Professor Rawson was detached and ordered to the U. S. Naval Acad-
emy September 20, 1902, und was succeeded by Mr. Charles W,
Stewart as acting superintendent.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only
the use of such material as may be certified to he centemporancous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

I. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States during
the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels acting »
singly, either as ctuisers or privateers, in different parts of the world.
These reports are accompanied by oceasional maps and diagrams.

In this series the papers are arranged sccording to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of
any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports. .

. IX



4 ‘ PREFAOE.

I1. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond.
ence relating to—

1. The condition of the Umon Navy in 1861, before the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its incrense during the progress
of the war, including the annual and special reports of the
Secrotary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus. '

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, includ-
ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports
of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of bureaus,

8. Statistical datn of all vesqels, Union and Confederate, as far
as can be ohtained,

4, Returns of naval and military property captured by the
navies of hoth sides during the war.

b, Correspondence relating to naval prisoners,

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the ghovo
sections, as far as practicable, * _‘

I1L. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returny of the Union and Confederate authorities not specinlly
relating to the matter of the first and second series.

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the différent series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the-identity of these ships
as they actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been
reproduced either fromn photographs of the vessels themselves or
from the carefully prepared drawings made from official sources,

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspondence
between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing.
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the work
would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore has
spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief actors
on both gides. These papers have for the most part been obtained, and
they have been copiously used in’ the compilation of the work. T'he
reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly complete. It is to
be regretted, however, that the Confederate records are not equally
complete, due to the great difficulty found in collecting them, and also
to the fact that a large part of the archives of the Confederate Navy
Depaitment was burned at the close of the war, Frequent careful
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searches throughout various parts of the country, conducted by a
special agent of the Departinent, have brought to light many dupli-
cates of these papers, found among the personul files of participants,
It is hoped that the publication will revive the interest of participants
in the events referred to, and lead them to bring to the notice of the
Department the whereabouts of any papers bearing upon naval opera-
tions in the civil war of which they may have knowledge.

_The fourteenth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 14), which has
rocently heen published by the Department, gives the operations of the-
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron from April 7 to September 30,
1868. The present volume (Series I, vol, 15) gives the operations of
the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron from October 1, 1863, to
September 30, 1864, ' |

The reports and correspondence are pluced chronologically, with a
distinet heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
hoth sides took part,‘the Confederate reports (where they could he
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscellane-
ous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers. It is bolieved that the chronological arrangemont of
the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each
volume, will atford ample means of reference to its contents without
other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single
events, in'which the papers bear specific r‘elation to those events, the
chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents
have been placed together in the compilation,

' Cuarrrs W, STEWART,

Jompiler,
NAVY DEPARTMENT,

Waskington, D. C., November, 1902,
‘ b b] L)

Norr,—The following i an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July 81, 1894); - :

* * % Of said number, six thotisand eight hundred and forty
copies shall bo for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sund one hundred and twelve copies for the use of ‘the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of the
Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein authorized of
said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives shall be
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sent by the Scceretary of the Navy to such libraries, organizations, and
individuuls as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and
Delegutes of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the purpose of this dis-
tribution herein provided for to place these records in public libraries,
and -with permanent organi:‘mtionshawing libraries, so far as such
libraries may exist in the several States and Territories,  Each Senator
shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Representative and
Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and the volumes
shall be gent thereto from time to time, as they are published, until the
publication is completed; and all sets that may not he ordered to be
distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the Secretary of the
Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum added thereto, and
the proceeds of such sule shall be covered into the Treasury, If two
or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, the
Seeretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or
Delegates who have “designated the same, who theveupon may desig-
nate other lihvaries, organizations, or individualy, The Secretary of the
Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance the volumes ave sent.

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the
trork was approved January 30, 1896:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Bepresentatives of the United
States af America in Congress assembled, That the Secrotary of the
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to sond the undis-
tributed copies of the Ofticial Records of the War of the Rebellion,
hoth of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libravies,
organizations, and individuals as may be designated hefore the meet-
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Kifty-fourth
Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fitty-third
Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said
Ofticial Records, or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con-
gress upproved July thirty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four,
and the joint resolution approved March second, cighteen hundred
and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided
in said act. -

The following is un extract from the act of Congress of May 28,
1896, which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

¥ * % FKor printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi--
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for sup-
plying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars, '



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS,

SERIES I,

"1, Operations of the Cruisers, 1861-1865,

Unfon erufsers;
West Indin (Fl\'lng) ‘-lq\u\dmn wider Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U. S, N., 18621803,
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admira) Londner, U, 8, N, 18631861,
Confederate erufsers nnd privateers,

) ()p(’\mt'i‘ons in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861,
surrender of the Pensacoln Navy Yard,
Cooperation of the Navy in the relef of Fort Mekens,

. Operations on the Atlantie Const, January to May 13, 1861,

Cooperation of the Navy 11 tho attompts to rellove Fort Suinter,
Abandonment and destruétion of the Norfolk Navy Yard,
Home Squadron, under Flag-Oficer Pendtergrast, U, 8. N.

[

-

-

. Operations on the Potomae and Rt\p]mhunnm‘k Rivers, 1861-1865.

Potomae Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U, 8, N., 1801,
Potomac Floti)ly, under Captain Craven, U, 8. Ni, wm. )

Potomae Flotllly, under Lioutenant Wyman, U, 8, N,, 1801-1862,
Potomiac Flotilln, under Commodore Harwood, U, 8, N,, 1862-1803,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U, 8, N., 1863-1865,

. Atlantie Blovkuding Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Atlantie Blookmlmg Squadron, tnder Flag-Ofilcer Stringham, U, §, N, May 13 to Sopt. 23, 1861,
West Indin Squidron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8, N,, 1861,

Naval Defenses of Vlrgmlu and North Carolin, under Flag-Ofticer Barron, ¢, 8, N,

Atlantie Bl(x'kndlng 8quadron, under Flag- Oftieer Goldsbormigh. U. 8, N., 1801,

North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldshorough, U, 8. N., 1801-1862,
Naval Defonses of Virgm\a and North Carolina, iuler Flng Officer Lytich, ¢, 8. N,
Jumes River Squadron, under Flag-Oficer Biichatian, C. 8. N,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Ofticer Tattuall, ¢, 8. N,

Jumes River Flatilla, under Comuntodore Wilkes, U, 8. N, 1862,

North Atlantic mmkmllng Squadron, undeér Acthing Reir-Admiral Lce U. S, N, 18021804,
James River Squadron, under Flag-Ofticers Forrest and Mitehell, ¢, 8. N,

*Navil Defenses Tilatid Waters-of North Carollng, under (‘onmmndor Pinkney, C. §

*Naval Defenses Cipe Fear River, North Caroling, under Flag-Ofticer Lytieh, C. 8. \'.
North Atlantie Blockading Squadron, uhder Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, N., 1864-1805,

James River Squadron; under Flag-Oficors Mitehell and Semmes, 0, 8, N,

*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Oficer Plitkney, ¢, 8. N,
North Atlantie Blockadlng Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U, §, N., 1805,
South Atlantie Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U, 8. N,, 1801-1883,

* Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Gcorgla, under Flag-Ofticer Tatinal), ¢, 8. N,

*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Caroling, under Flag- ()mwrlngmtmm C.S. N,
South Atlantie Blockuding Syuadron, under Reur-,\dmlral Dahlgren, U, 8, N,, 18631865,

* Nuval Defenses of Charleaton Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Ofileer Tucker, C. 8. N,

Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga,, under Flag-Oficers Hunter and Tattnall, C. 8. N,

=

#The Confederate material under thiy head fs very seant. It 13 therefore hoped thut those who
have any Confederate naval doctiments upon ‘the subject will communieate with the Oftice of Naval
War Reeords, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

. XIII



XIV  ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

6, Gulf Blookaxling Squadrons, 1861~ 1860

Gulf Blockading Sqtmdmn under Flag- Omecr Mervine, U, 8 N., 1861,
Gulf Blm'k&dlng Squadrang “unider Flag-Oficer MeKeati; U, S, N., 1801-1862.
sippl & \Ll‘ Defenses, tinder Flag-OMdéer Holling, C. 8 \
i, utider Flag-Oficer McKean, l, SN, 1862,
i, utider Avtlng Rear-Admiral Iurdnor, U.S. N., 1862,
East Gulf Blockading ¢ 3 i, uitder Acting Rear-Admiral Balle} U. 8N, 1862—1864.
East Guif Blockad g Squid ,nndur Captiin’Greene, U, 8. N., 1864,
East Gulf Blockdding Squadron, under Acting Rear-Adiniral Stribling, U. 8. N., 1864-1865.
West Gulf Blookmllng Squadron, urder Fliug-Officér Farmagut, U. 8, N,, 1302—18(»3
Mortar Flotilln, under Commsnder Porter, U, 8. N., 1862,
Lowcdr \Hssisslppi River Defenses, under Commnnder J. K. Mitchell, ¢S, N, 1862,
* Mobile Defenses, under Flng-Ofticer Randolph, C. 8. N,
~ Trans- \ﬂ«qlmlppl Maring Department, wider Major Leon Smith, €8, A
West Gulf Bloekading Squudmn under Commodore Bell, U, 8. N, (ud intulm), 1863,
West (1ltlf}ll()('kadlng Squndron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, . N,, 1864,
*Maobile Défenses, under Admiral Buehanan, ¢, 8. N,
West Gulf Bl(x-knding%qtmdr(m under Commodore Palmer, U. 8, N., 1864-1865,
Wost (hilf Blockading Squidron, under Acting Rear- A(]miml 'l‘hnt(-hor, U, 8. N., 1865,
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Ofiicer Farrand, . &,

4
East Gqu Block
East Gulf Blockad|

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.
Navul Foreeson Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U, 8. N, 1861,
Naval For('o«; on Wastorn Wuwrs, under Flag -Ofticer Foote, U8, N., 1861-1862,
* Misstusippl River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Holl{ng, . 8, N,
Naval Forees on Wustcrn Waters, under Flag-Ofiicer Davis, U. S. N.; 1862,
* Mississippl River Defense Fleot, under (,aptuin \I«)mg(mwr\ C S0AL
* Mississippl River Defenses, undér Commander R, F, Pinkney, €. 8. N,

* Mississippt River I)cl‘cnsw, under Flag-Officer Lyneh, G, 8, N.
\iissimippl Squadron, ander Rear-Admiral Porter, U.'S. N., 1862-1864,
Mississippi Squadron; under Acting Rear-Admirnl Lee, U, 8. N., 1864-1865.

*Naval Defenses of Red River, L(misiunn. under Lieutcnunt J. H. Carter, . 8. N,

*‘l'hu Confederate material under this head is very scant, It is therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval
War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D, C.



'

UNT 'I"ED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING

Name,

A.Houghton ..................
AcrCi, e
Amaranthus.........o
Arethusa
Augusta Dinsmore
O [ P
Brazilicra
CoPoWilliams oo
Camelin
Canandalgua
Carngtion .
Catalpa
Catskill
Chuthﬁm

Chippewn
Clinarron
Clover
Columbine
Commodore MeDonough
Coneimaugh
Daflodil
Dai Ching
ban Smith
Dandelion

.....................

............
.....................

.......................
..................
....................
.........................
........................
......................
.........................
.....................

....................
.....................
.....................
...................
...................

...........................

Flambean
G. W. Blunt
George Mangham ,............
Geranfum
Gladiolus. . ..oooviiiniennnn...
Harvest Moon

.....................

...................
.....................

.................
.........................

..........................

........................

D 1 T
Ironsides, Jr
James Adger............ e
John Adams.......o.euvenn....
John Grifiith
Jonquil.............
Kingfisher..........
Laburnum
Larkspur
Lehigh
Lightuing

........................

...................

..................

.....

.....

....................

......................

........................

.....................

SQUADRON, OCTOBER 1, 1863, TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1864,

Rate. "1‘0nnage. Class, Crew. jGuns,
Fourth ... 326 [ Bark.....oo..oooiiiil 27 2
Fourth ., 300 | Screw steamer.......ooeeeeuean.n b8
Fourth . 182 {..... ¢ 1 T s 40 3
Fourth ... 105 |..... (4o TP 32 2
Third.....| &34 1..... [ 13 T 70 2
Fourth ... 220 L..... (4 15 2P 42 2
Fourth . A0 T Bark. oo 68 6
Fourth ... 210 { Mortar schooner................ b 3
Fourth .. 108 | SCTCW BLCAMET. .o eiiiiiannneas 40 2
Second ... 1,395 | Serew Aloop....oeian...d A 163 11
Fourth ... 82 | Scerew 8CAMET. . coieeneennnnn. 19 2
Fourth ... L T ¢ IS 37 3
Third..... 844 | Ironclad steamer............... 74 2
Fourth ... |.......... Side-wheel steamer............ 26 |.......
Fourth ... 507 | Serew Steamer.......oo..vae.... 85 4
Third..... 860 | Stde-wheel steamer ............ 122 10
Fourth ...| © 128 | Screw steamer.................. 19 2
Fourth ... 133 {..... (3 o 2 O 24 2
Fourth ... 632 | 8ide-wheel steamer ..:......... % 6
Third..... 955 |..... 1 (B 125 9
Fourth ... 160 {..... [ (3 TP 28 2
Fourth ... 620 | Serew steamer.................. 83 7
Fourth ... 150 | SChoomer.....ooiiviuvieninennns 33 b
Fourth ... 111 | Serew steamer......vvueennn.... P 2
Fourth ... 192 ..., T U e 50 5
Fourth ... 656 | Bark.....oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaaa.. 87 9
Fourth ... 297 |..... [+ s TN 79 6
Third... 963 | Serew steamer........o.vveenn.. 140 9
Third..... 900 |..... L6 1 T 92 b
Fourth ... 121 | SChOONET .ovvevvieiiineenenn. 16 1

" Fourth .. 214 |..... 4 1 26 b
Fourth .. 222 | Side-wheel steamer. ............ 45 3
Fourth ... 81 | Screw steamer.................. 25 3
Fourth ... 546 | Side-wheel steamer ............ 72 3
Third..... 713 | Screw steamer.........vviniine 88 3
Fourth ... C 184 ] BChOONEr ovvvvneiee s, 13 1
Second ... 1,240 | Screw steamer. ....oveveennn..ss 160 13
Fourth ... 607 1..... Ao 76 4
Fourth ... 224 |..... s 1 N 20 2
Fourth ... 169 §..... (& T 34 2
Fourth ... 200 F Bark ..ol i, * Jo.e....
Third..... 1,161 | Side-wheel steamer ............ “120 8
Third..... 700 | BlOOP «eeeinvreeenneneenannsenns, 118 8
Fourth ... 246 | SChOONET cevivvrieniniineannnas 44 3
Fourth ... 90 | Screw BtCAIMET. .vvvvevenineannns 15 2
Fourth ... 450 | Bark .oooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiini, ] 6
Fourth ... 180 | Screw steamer.................. 29 4
Fourth ... 126 f..... [ (o N 26 2
Second ... 844 | Ironclad steamer............... 80 p
Fourth ...Jceeeue.... Hehooner......covvevevvnvnnnnse,s *) j.oeenen
Third..... 860 | Screw Bteamer.........cveeueees 97 7

*No rolls,
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XVI LIST OF

UNITED STATES

VESSELS OF WAR,

Unidted States vessels of war serving in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, October

1, 1863, ‘St pl:*mln r q0, 186

Nume, Rate, l'l onnuge. ' Class, i Crew. | Guns,
. | g e
Madgle..oooooo Ll Fourth ... 218 ; sSerew steamer...... caniaees . 46 3
Mahaska .......... e Third..... 832 | ‘ Shlo-whucl steamer oo, |85 6
Marblehiead ... Fourth ...} HOT . Serew steamer.. ... 81 4
Mary Sanford ... ..., i Third..... T a0 60 B
“Mussnchusetts. ...l Fourth | R0 1 T DR do.ol, NP e 126 b
Memphifs ..o Third.....! T o 100 7
Mldmght ...................... Fourth ... HEH | Bark ... ... ... e 70 7
Mingoe........ooo Third..... 971 | Side-wheel steamer ... 146 10
Mohawk........oooiill. Fourth ... 459 | Serew steamer.. ..o 65 8
Montank oo Third..... i 41| Tronelad steamer............... 67 2
NI, Third, .... 1 514 ‘ ..... QO 6 2
Nuntucketo ..o Third..... : B LdoL 85 2
New Hampshire............... First...... 38 Shp . e 125 10
New fronsides......... U First...... © 8,186 | Serew steamer........ 449 20
Nipste oo Fourth ... LU RN Ao 91 b
Norfolk Paekel....ooooounn. .. Fourth ... 340 | Mortar $ehooner................ 40 4
Norwich. ..ol Fourth ... 431 | Serew steamer...ooa 80 6
O M. Pettit ..ol Fourth ... 165 | Side-wheel steamer ............ 30 2
Oleander .., .oiiieen it Fourth ... 246 i.....do........ e, 3 2
Oftwi oo T ~ Fourth ... 507 | Serew steamer........... e L )
1S Fourth ...! 190 | Mortar schooner...... ceeees vees, 34 3
Passafe oo i, " Third..... i 8141 | Ironcelad steamer....... ceieree . 70 2
CPRERPSCO e CThird..... ' 72 2
PanlJones ..ooooeeiennnnaaa.. CThind..... 863 | Stde-wheel stenmer ....... e 148 9
Paul Jones, Jr..oovueeeneenai.. Fourth ... 30 Lnuneh..........ooLLl. (*) 1
Pawnee ... ..., ererienaenennn Seeond.... 1,289 | Screw steamer........... R 1561 11
Perry........... e e, Fourth .. t 280§ B oot 1 67 9
Philadelphia ......oo...o...... Fourth ... 5 Side-wheel steamer. : 24 1
Pontlac....... e Third..... O oo O . 7 M
Potomska ...l Fourth ... © 287 | Serew steamer... ..., v 77 b
Powhatan ........... FPPUN First...... 2,415 .....do.aal, N J 273 19
Racer,........ e . Fourth ... 452 | Mortar schooner. ...... s ' 36 3
Rescue ooonininiiiiiniiana., : Fohrth 111 | Sérew steamer....... Creeeeeees ! 20
Sangamon........ P Third. .... 844 | Tronelad stenmer............... y 85 2
Sarah Bruen.......... e Fourth ... 233 1 Sehooner......oooooviiiiiiinnn. . 36 3
SHPALOBN. ¢t eve e eernrenns, " Third..... 882 | Sloop ..... B C182 22
SeNeeR o * Fourth ... 507 | Serew steamer.................. ! 84 4
SONOMA o vveininiiannennes Third..... 955 | Side-wheel stewmer ... 1657 7
South Carolina ..., Third..... 1,165 | Serew steamer.................. . 106 ; 8
C L1 DO Fourth ... 600 |..... A0, R N PR
SUPPIY vveeneeie e Fourth [.. BA7 | Ship..cooeeeeiiiiiiinsn. e L 88 7
SweetBrler. ...l Fourth ... 240 | Serew steamer..............LL " CU 2
ToA Ward......ooooiiiill, Fourth ... 184 [ Schooner....................... i 29 | b
Unadilla ....oooooviininnn.s, Fourth ... 507 | Screw steamer.......... 90 ¢
Valparalso .......... i Fourth ... 402 | 8hip........ e ! 36 venas
Vermont ............. RUTUEN Firat...... 2,633 | Ship of the Hne......... URUURUE S TiC S
VIXON evvriieieinnennsvnnnre...| Fourth ... 300 | Coast-survey steamer...........! 2
Wabash ....oooiiiaiiill, First...... © 8,274 | Berew steamer....... Ceeeeenn 668 | 48
‘Wamsutta ..... erreeiediens .| Fourth ‘ 270 [0 et 7 b
Water Witeh ......ooenn.... Fourth ...! 378 | Stde-wheel steanier ......... L £ 3
Wechawkena........ Ceevieenes Third..... 844 | Ironclad steamer....... ereandd 72 2
Wild Cat......... cbeeeeneeenis Fourth ... 30 | Schoomer ....................... boe 1
Winona ........ eeeieieeeaaaes Fourth ... 507 | Serow steamer........... f 93 | 6
Wissahickon ......o.ooeen...n, Fourth ... 507 |ooeodoL i, ey 80 ! 4

4—Continued.

*No rolls.
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SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FROM OCTOBER 1, 1863, T0O SEPTEMBER 30, 1864.

Beport of Bear-Admaral Daklgren, U. S. Navy, regarding the opera-
tions of the enemy as gathered from veports of picket boats.

No. 175.] FrAo-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, -
- Off Morris Island, October 1, 1863.

Sir: The Department will form some idea of what the enemy is
about from the following extracts of the reports made to me every
morning by the picket monitor and scouts, which are placed each night:

Catskell, 22d geptember, Says:

The enemy transporting five guns toward Breach Inlet. The guns were drawn
along the beach by oxen, and were brought from some point near Fort Moultrie.

Montauk, 25th September, notices:

The rebels industrious in build‘iﬁg’ggnd-bag' protections to their guns, andstrippmg
the houses in ately in the vicinity of the batteries; leaving- only the skeleton’
frames standing; ‘that small steamers,; night and day, were passing back and forth to

2 Y
Charleston and: Sullivan’s Island, and a rowboat of about ten oars lying at anchor
near Fort Sumter, on the channel side, during the night. - : i
At low water to-day, a rip was discovered extending from Fort Sumter in a line to
the western end of the buoys, stretching from near Moultrie in a westerly direction
across the channel. At first I thought it was the meecting of the tides, but as it did
not alter position, I came to the conclusion some hidden obstruction might be there.

C'atskill, 26th September, reports:
‘Observed, frequently, steamiers passing from Sumter to Moultrie, one having a
lighter in tow; several piles drifted b'{'. At daybreak observed an ironclad and
another boat anchored to the right and left of Sumter.

Nahant, 27th September, says: |

The day being remarkably clear, we observed two vessels on the stocks in the city
of Charleston—one at the northeast end of the city, on Cooper River, evidently
intended for an ironclad, from the fact that she is having a casemate built over her;

the other is west of Castle Pinckney. , Ay e
I'had the obstruction buoys counted by several of the officers, and the average
number was about eighty. The buoys do not seem to to be in a continuous line, but
ay if they were in: g’r’oups of five or six. There seems to be another short line of
larger buoys beyond the first, which I judge to be a separate obstruction across Hog

Island Channel,

Montauk, 29th September, says: _ |

A small steamer this morning went to Breach Inlet, through a creek back of Sulli-
van’s Island, where she remained all day. Parties of men were employed on the
works at this point, and also on the battery to the right of Moultrie House. Four
ports were,observe«i on broadside of rebel flag ram. - A vessel is seen on ways at the
right of the city. Her appearance now shows a hull quite low and not less than 200

feet in length; on top, and about equidistant from either end, is a covering not
unlike the upper deck of the Adtlanta.

3
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Lehiyh, 29th September, says:

To the right of Castle Pinckney there are two vessels building, with sloping sides,
apparéntly fronclads, ;

Then Captain Green reports from the outside blockade, 30th Sep-
tember, that—

A large gang of men hay been employed for two or three days past a;:parently
making alterations or additions to the fortifications on the eastern end of Sullivan’s
Island, near Breach Inlet.

The object seems to be to fortify Sullivan’s Island beyond the pos-
sibility of our utmost efforts, ‘

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

] » JN0o. A, DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GiproN WELLES, _
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Bear-Admirval Dahlgren, U. S, Nawy, calling attention to
deficiencies in crews of the squadron.

No. 176.] Frag-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
O Morres Island, October 1, 1863.
Sik: 1 again request the attention of the Department to the deficien-
cies in the crews of the squadron. It is becoming a serious inconven-
ience, ag it amounts very nearly to 800 men. ;
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ J. A. DALAGREN,
Bear-Admiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gipron WELLES,
Secretary of the Nawy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Leear-Admival Dakigren, U. S. Navy, regarding adwvantages
offered to the enemy by delay en the attack wpon Charleston.

No. 177 Ny FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
Off Morris Island, October 2, 1863.

Sir: 1 beg leave to represent to the Department that we are enter-
ing on a course of fine weather, and that the enemy is laboring with
great assiduity to perfect and extend his works, thereby increasing
the difficulties of the attack. It will be very desirable that this shoul
not be postponed later than the middle of this month, at which time I
shall have only five monitors in good condition— Cutskell, Weehawhken,
Lehigh, Montauk, and Nahant. The Passaic will certainly be under
re’Yang and the LFatapsco may be. _

hope the Department may have the power of adding two or three
monitors to my force. A recent letter from Mr. Stimers speaks of
the Canonicus and Zecumseh being nearly ready, which, if in time,
would be a very seasonable addition to the force here.

I nave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. J. A, DAHLGREN,
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLI'js,

Secretary of the y Washington, D. C.
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Report of Bear-Admirval Dallgren, U. 8. Narvy, advising the sending
of the U. 8. 8. Passaic to New York. -

No. 179.] FrAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
Of Morres Island, October 2, 1863.
Sir: I have already transmitted information of the condition of 'the
Passaic. , , o
On a deliberate consideration of the reports of the assistant inspector
of ironclads, and others, it seems that there will be least loss of time by -
sending the Passaze to New York. It appears to be doubtful whether
the heavy weights that are to be moved can be lifted by the means at
Port Royal. ~ :
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. DAHLGREN,
Bear- Admiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron

Hon. Gipron WELLES _
Secretury of the Nawy, Washington, D. C.

'R{}port wof C’apz,éa'z'n Steedman, U. 8. Nawy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Yowhatan, regarding the arrival of that vessel at Pliladelphia, tow-
ing the U. 8. 8. Atlanta.

‘ U. S. S. POWHATAN,
, Philadelphia Nawy Yard, October 2, 1863.
Str: 1 have the honor to report my arrival at this port after a pas-
sage of five days from Port Royal, S.. C., having in tow the ironclad
ram A¢lanta. 1 herewith enclose a copy of the orders which I received
from Admiral Dahlgren. I am happy to say that, with the exception
of a few hours, we experienced very favorable weather during the
passage. L ‘ .
Great credit is due to Licutenant Cromwell, commanding the A¢lanita,
for the skillful and intelligent management of his vessel throughout
the passage. ;
I am, sir, very respectfilly, your obedient servant,
' CHARLES STEEDMAN,
: Captain.
Hon. GipEoN WELLES, .
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Cromwell, U. S. Nawy, commanding U. S. 8. .
Atlanta, regarding the t7"? of that wvessel from Port Royal to Phila-
delphia, towed by the U. 8. 8. Powhatan.

Navy YARrp, PHiLaApELPHIA, October 2, 1863.

S1r: I have the honor to report to you the arrival here of the U, S.
ironclad Atlanta. _ .
. We gailed from Port Royal on the morning of the 27th September
in tow of the U. 8. 8. Powhatan. When outside the bar 1 found the
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ship lenked badly about the stem and sternpost, about the hatehes,
through the prow, and through the decking over the prow, and at
nearly every sponson bolt through her sides. At noon on the 27th the
water in the hold had risen to 20 inches and soon after the main steam
pump stopped working, but we kept the water down by the hand and
donkey pumps till it was started again, ;

The leaking in the bows accumulated an 1mmense weight of water,
which could not pass into the bilge nor aft, for the decking and an iron
bulkhead, and the weight was causing her to plunge heavily into the
seas and steer hadly. T had holes punched through' the bulkhead and
cut through the deck to allow the water to pass, and trimmed the ship
by the stern to bring it to the pumps. 1 found she was relieved by i,
steered very well afterwards, and the main pump kept the waterdown
to 14 inches. ; \ o

In consequence of the limber holes being choked up, and the diffi-
culty in‘clearing them, the water in the hold had risen at 2 a. m., 29th,
to 34 inches. We succeededin clearing them, and at noon had reduced
the water to its usual depth. ,

The sen was so rough on the 29th as to ‘wash over the upper deck,
rendering it necessary to hatten down the hatches; it was quite as neces-
sary that some should be left open for ventilation, and through the open
ones the water flooded the gun deck. The scuppers on this deck would,
in rough weather, admit more water than they would let off, which
rendered it necessary to plug them up, and the water that gained the
gun deck had to pass into the bilge, which added to the leak.

The ordinary temperature in the forward fire room was 150°, and
when some of the hatches were battened down the heat was almost
insupportable. o ‘ ‘ , B 4

We passed Cape Hatteras on the morning of the 80th, and the sea
became smooth.  We were busy the whole day trying to keep the water
down, but there wasa steady gain till about 4 p. m., when we had about
4 feet in the hold. I found the sea had quit breaking over her hows,
and being relieved of the weight, she had settled deeper astern and the
water was coming in about the rudderhead so fast as to make two 8-inch
streams in pagsing through the iron bulkhead. It being imnpossible to
get at the leak to stop it, I trimmed her down by the head and raised
the leak out of the water, after which the pumps gained steadily. -

The vessel minds her helm very well, but, for lack of proper pur-
chase in her steering arrangement, she is very hard to steer.

Her speed, so far as I could ascertain in towing, is about 5 knots and

- not greater than 6. \ o
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- B. J. CroMWELL,
Lieutenant, Commanding U. 8. Ironclad Atlanta.

Hon. GipeoN WELLES, :
Secrctary of the Nawy. :
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Vessels in Port Royal Harbor, 8. C.; during the week ending October

S

3, 1863. -

Date of
Name, 3?.}&? Purpose. dﬁ};&g- Remarks.
' .
Atlanta............ “June 18 | Prize ool Sept, 27 | In toy ywhatan for Philadelphia.
Madgie............ Aug. 221 Repairs. ..o, All the repairs that can be made here
; ) arecoinploted. . )
Home ....o........ Sept. 4 L..... A0 einnnesinniaenatens PP Will be finished probahly next week,
Mahaska .......... " Sept. 10 | Repairs—dlschg. bro- | Sept. 30 | For Charleston, :Wascommenced on
ken 100-pdr. 23d Sept.; finished on 28th,
Patapseo .......... Sept, 12 | Repalrs...oooooouen... Will be finished Oct, 11,
Marblchead ....... Sept. 16 ... do . C(gnn;eggze(l on 23l Sept., finished
. ept 28, 4 .
RESCUC ) yevnnnnnns codoL.a..aado To be finished in two weeks.
Weehawken.......| Sept. 15 i..... do...... resasinens W(i)ll"b‘f ready to leave to-morrow,
Daffodil........... Septi 20 1oosasd0n vuuiviiiieiiii]eriiinaens To be finished in two weeks,
Powhatan ......... Sept, 19 | To tow Atlanta—coal.| Sept. 27 | For Philadelphis, towing Atlanta
Jupiter............ dept. 18 | Prize to Nantucket...|.......... A few repairs to be made,
Dandelion......... Sept. — | Repairs...ooeiveeineidenennn.e. Repairs commenced Sept. 26, proba-
B bly be finished Oct. 7.
I'ngsafe ... Hept, 21 {.oiiido . idinniiiiiiideeiennnnns 5 .
Flambeau .. Sept. 23 | Coal.i., . iiv.eeein...] Sept. 261 To relieve Potomska at Fernandina.
Flag..cooovevinnnnn Sept. 27 | Repairs, coal, and |.......... Much out of repuir; special report
- provisions, - sent, \
Diamond .......... soodos.| Prize to Stettin.......| Oct. 8 T
Fernandina ....... Sept. 80 |.....oiiiiian PO DUUTIN PSRN Waiting orders,
South Carolina....[ Oct. 1 | Repairs and supplies.j.......... Ex&mitnation to be made on bth in-
stant,

Instructions of Commander Reynolds, U. S. Nawy, to Aét?}ng Master
Hirby, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. bark Midnight, regarding
the disposition of unginned cotton in St. Catherine’s Sound.

. Porr Rovawr, S. C., October 3, 1863.
Sir: Your letter in regard to unginned cotton on St. Catherine’s
Island having been referred to the admiral for decision, he replies
thereto that if this property comes within the law it should be taken
for the United States, which can alone dispose of it. If it can be
shown to your satisfaction that this cotton was raised by the negroes
themselves,; after the whites left the place, it might probably be dis-
posed of for their benefit; if, on the contrary, it is a portion of the
property left by the rebels on their abandonment of the island, it
must be taken on account of the United States.
Before doing anything in this matter, you will please satisfy your-
self of the facts in the case and report to me further in regard to it.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, . Wwm. REYNOLDS,
: Commander and Senior Officer Present.
Acting Master KirBy, '

Commanding U. S. Bark ])ﬁdni‘gbt.

Report of Commander Bryson, U. S. Nawy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Lekigh, regarding the operation of that vessel in gales.

U. S. IroNcLAD LEHIGH,
Off Morris Island, October 3, 1863.
Str: Your order directing me to report the conduct of the ZLehigh
in an% gale of wind I may have experienced in her on the trip from
New York to Charleston has been received.
On the trip from New York to this place, and when about 15 or 20
miles north of Hatteras, on the evening of August 27, it commenced
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blowing heavily from the northward and eastward, raising a corre-
si)(mding sen. . Night coming on, and it being important to get well
clear of Hatteras Shoal, T was necessarily compelled to head offshore,
in consequence of which the ship was hrought with her head toa very
heavy sea; the thumping of the ‘‘overhang” was very severe, the-
seus were making complete breaches over evéry part of the ship, even
over the top of the turret, down which she received a considerable
quantity of water. The wind held to the northward and eastward
about five houvs, when it gradually hatled to the southward and east-
ward and blew quite as hard for three hours more. The sea at thig time
was rolling in heavily from the southward and eastward. The wind
then died out and shifted to the northward and westward, blowing hard
for two hours, at the expiration of which time both wind and sea
began -to subside. After heading off, and keeping her hefore it, she
behaved handsomely, and in fact she behaved well throughout the
whole gale. The rolling motion was very slight, ship making but
little water, leaks showing themselves in many places through the spar
deck, which were very disagreeable, but unimportant. At no time
during the gale did she have more than 18 inches of water in the
bilges, which the auxiliary pump kept down without being over-
worked. A portion of the time when running before it no part of
the spar deck could be seen; as the sea was rolling in upon her from
all divections. During the time the sea wag at its greatest beight she
would plunge into it, lifting heavy masses of water, extending from
the bows ag far aft as the turret, and heyond, which could not have
been less than 4 feet high from-the deck. At first, when attempting
to rise under this great weight of water, she would move somewhat
sluggishly, but after again getting on a little notion she would relieve
herself very rapidly. 'The ship’s bell, which hung 64 feet above the
spar deck, on the forward part of the turret, was lifted from its
socket, uhimng, and washed overboard—not by the swash, but hy a
full, green sea. I enclose an-extract from the log book.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, -

, o A. Bryson, Commander.
Hon. GiproN WELLES, '

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

{Enclosure.)
Lxtract from the log of the U. S. S. Lekigh during u gale off Halteras, August 27 and
- 28, 18638,
Winds,
Hours, | Knots. |Fathoms. Courses. Weather,
’ Direction. | Force,
27th, p.m,

. 1 6lo.c.r.
2 b Do.
3 6 Do.
4 6 Do,

b 7]1q:r
6 9 Do.

7 101 q.p.
8 10 Do.
9 8| Do,
10 8 Do.
11 6 Do,
12 0to8 Do.

28th,a nl]

81cq.
2 8 qDo.
3 7 Do.
4 7 Do,
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Report of Commander Baleh, U. S. Nawy, senior officer in Stono
vever, regarding measures against « surprise from the enemy n those
waters. 4
U. S. SteAM Sr.oor PAWNEE,

Stono Inlet, South Carolina, October 4, 1863.
ApmiraL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication® of the 3d instant by the hands of Licutenant M. For-
rest, U. 8. Navy, and I beg leave to report that I have in some degree
felt that it might be possible (by a surprise) for the enemy, by bring-
inf; down the Stono a very heavy force, to board the vessels in this
inlet, and I respectfully beg leave to state that I have taken evenmore
than the usual precautions against a surprise. I have bourding nets up,
with a picket boat out at night, with a signal light to be made on the
discovery of the énemy. I have also given,as already reported, to the
advanced posts on James and Long islands, Coston {)ights, to be
hurned in the event of an advance by the enemy. 1 have a slip buoy
on and the cable unshackled, and always sufficient steam up to enable
me to move instantly; as also torpedo catchers, These, with the very
brightest lookout possible, enable me to assure you that it is by no
means probable that the enemy will succeed in surprising the naval

force in Stono. o ;

- Colonel Reynolds, commanding U, S. marine battalion, has taken
post on Folly Island, and has now on board the Fuwnee a detachment of
some 65 men. This force is, I think, sufticient for the service on board.

Your suggestion as to driving piles in the channel is one which I
feel would render an attack by the Stono perfectly impossible, and but
for the fact of making reconnoissances up that river, I should most
certainly advise that it be done.  But if you desire me to observe the
progress of the earthworks on the Stono, the piling could not be placed
where it would be desirable, hut 1 would beg leave to observe that
unless you direct or desire me to hombard them, I do not see any very
great gain to render the driving of piles necessary. I have respect-
fully to state that General Gillmore offered to drive piles in the Stono,
and I hayve raised the same objection, viz, the impossibility of my get-
ting up as near as I usually go. 1f no further information is needed
in that direction, I would most respectfully advise that the river be
piled as proposed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GeorceE B. BaLcH,
Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Rear-Admiral J. A. Danreren, U. S. Navy, .
Comdyg. South Atlantic Blockdg. Squadron, off Morris Island.

Order of the Secretary of the Nawy to Commander Cooper, U. S. Nawy,
: commanding U. 8. 8. Sonoma.
; | NavY DEPARTMENT, October 5, 1863.
Sir: Proceed with the U. S. S. Sonoma off Charleston and report
to Rear-Admiral John A. Dahlgren for duty on the South Atlantic
Blockading Squadron. , '
Very respectfully, etc., GipEON WELLES

: , Secretary of the Navy.
Commander Georgt H. CooPER, -
Commanding U. 8. 8. Sonoma, New York.

* Not found.
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Orvder of Rear- Adumiral Daldgren, U. S. Nawy, to Acting Masters
Mate Spencer, 1. S. Nawvy, to asswme command of the U. S, S. Col-
umbeine.

U. S. Fraasare PHILADELPHIA,
o Morris Island, October 5, 1863,
Sir: You are hereby appointed to the command of the U, S tender
Columbine, which you wnlf assume from this date until further orders.
Respectfully, ete.,
J. A. DANLGREN,
Rear- Admiral, Comdg South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Acting Masters’s Mate W. B. SreNcer,
U. S0 S Columbine,

Attempted destruction of the U. S. S. New Ironsides by the Confeder-
wle torpedo * David,” off' Charleston, S. (., October 5, 1863
Report of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U, 8, Navy. ‘

No. 183.] Flag-Steamer Putnapenveiiia, October 7, 1863.
Sir: Another attempt to blow up the /ronsides has been frustrated.
About 10 o’clock on the night of October 5, some explosions, as if

of small arms, were heard in the direction of the fronsides; the dura-

tion was quite brief, and then all was still. As soon as I could reach
the frigate, 1 learned that & torpedo had been exploded near the Zron.
sides, and that Acting Ensign Howard had been mortally wounded hy

a shot from the torpedo vessel. '

In the morning it appeared that a man had been picked up, who
admitted that he had been in the torpedo.  His account was, that the
vessel was shaped like a cigar, had & maximum diameter of more than
6 feet; length, he could not be sure of, but it was said to be about 50
teet. There were four personsinit. The torpedo contained 60 pounds
of powder, was secured on a bar 10 feet long projecting from the bow,
and immersed perhaps 6 feet. ) ’ .

The vessel left C&mrlest()n about dark on the evening of the 5th
instant, passed down outside of us, and then, returning, made for the
Ironsides and struck her fairly amidships. It was not quite 10 o’clock,
and many officers were still on deck. The torpedo was seen approach-
ing and hailed, when some shots were fired from her, one of which
wounded the officer of the deck mortally; immediately the explosion
followed, and the effect of the apparatus may be considered as complete,
yet no impression is visible on the armor or exterior planking. The
prisoner says that, fearing the explosion, he jumped overboard just as
the torpedo was hailed.

After 1 had heard this prisoner, I learned that another had been
taken, whom, however, 1 g;d not sce, as the story of the first suffi-
ciently explained the movements of the torpedo.- About noon I
learned from papers found on the last prisoner that he had been the
commander of the torpedo, and was a Sieutenant in the Confederate
Navy. These papers(four in number) I transmit herewith, from which
it seems that the vessel wag called the ¢ David,” probably to point to the

resumed success-against thia fronsides, which was to enact the Goliath.

}i"he p.oject, it appears, had a'so been regularly concocted, as one doc-

ument is dated September 6. The report of Captain Rowan, the com-

mander of the Zronsides, has not bien received at this date.
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How far the enemy may seem encouraged, I do not know, but 1
think it will be well to be prepared aguinst a considerable issue of
these small eraft, It is ce’rtnin]ly the best form of the torpedo which
has come to my notice, and a large quantity ot powder may as well be
exploded as 60 pounds. . : ‘

} was concerned for the monitors, and am now on the way to Port
Royal for a day or two to see what can he done to arm those which
are there against these machines,  Captain Rowan is in command, and
I gave personal instructions to the commanders of the monitors, which
it 15 but just to them to say were almost needless.  The vessels them-
selves should be protected hy outriggers, and the harbor itself well
strewn with a similar class of craft.  ‘Their three ironclads are so pro-
vided, and I do not doubt that when an attack is made by us there will
be @ number of these torpedoes at work on our vessels, The subject
merits serious attention, for it will veccive a greater development.

I wish that 1 could have transmitted the report of Captain Rowan,
but it had not been received, and I desired to inform the Department
a¢ soon as possible. y

The outside of the hull nedr the locality of the explosion was exam-
ined by the divers, and it is reported to me verbally that no impression
of any conse(l[uence is to be seen, except, perhaps, the removal of some
copper, which, by the way, has occurred in other places, from other
causes, and so leave an opening to the worms,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A JNO. A. DAHLGREN,
LRear-Admival, Comdg. Sowth Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, Gipkon WELLES, .
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

; WiraiNGTON, September 6, 1863,
Sik: Sixty men, with three officers, viz, Dr. Griggs, Midshipman
Clayton, and iMidshi‘pmml Hogue, are placed under your command.
You will proceed to Charleston with them without any delay and report
yourself and command to Flag-Ofticer John R. Tucker for duty.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ W. T. MusE,

Commanding C. S. S. North Carolina.

Lieutenant W. I, GLAsSELL,
Wilmeington, N. C.

[Endorscment,] .
SEPTEMBER 8, 1863.
Reported with 54 men.
J. R. TuUoKER,
. F'lag-Officer Afloat.
SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. DEpT. oOF SouTH CAROLINA,
(FEORGIA, AND KLORIDA,
No. 186. Charleston, S. C., September 18, 1863.
* * * * *

* *

VII. Lieutenant Glassell, C. 8. Navy, having volunteered for the
duty, will report to Brigadier-General Ripley for special service
against the fleet of the United States off this harbor. He will be
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assisted by Captain Theodore Stoney as first officer, J. H. Tomb,
engineer, and Charles Scemps and James Ables as assistants,
% * * * * * #

By command of General Beauregard:
JNo. M, OTFy,
Assastant Adjutant- General,

Lieutenant Grnasskrnn, C. S. Navy.
Fraasnir CHARLESTON,
Charleston, September 18, 1863,
Sik: By a recent letter received from the Department, I find that
the detachment ot officers and men under your command was intend-
ing to form a part of the boat party under: Lieutenant-Commander
Rochelle. ,
You will be pleased to report the ofticers and men, who are not other-
wise provided for, to Licutenant-Commander Rochelle for duty, with
the exception of yourself, you being regarded us on special service for
the present.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. R. Tucker,
Llag- Officer, Commanding Afloat.
Lieutenant W. 'I'. GrasserL,
Charleston, S. (.

Fraasmip CHARLESTON,
: Charleston, September 22, 1863.
Sir: You will agsume command of the torpedo steamer * David,”
and when ready, will proceed to operate against the enemy’s flect oft
Charleston Harbor, with a view of destroying as many of the enemy’s
vessels as possible, reporting the results to me.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' Jonn R. TuckERr,
Ilag- Officer, Comdy. C. 8. Naval Forces, Charleston Hurbor.

Lieutenant Commanding W. T. GrasserLL, C. S. Navy,
C. 8. “Daved,” Charleston, S. C.

Report of Captain Rowan, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, New Ironsides.

. U. S. S. New IRONSIDES,
O Morris Island, South Carolina, October 6, 1863.

Sir: | have the honor to report the circumstances attending the
explosion of a torpedo against the side of this ship last night at a quar-
ter past 9 o’clock. ;

About a minute before the explogion a small object was seen by the
sentinels and hailed by them as a boat, and also by Mr. Howsrd officor
of the deck, from the gangway. Receiving no answer, he gnve the
order “‘fire into her.” 'The sentinels delivered their fire, and imme-
diately the ship received a very severe blow from the explosion, throw-
ing o column of water upon the spar deck and into the engine room.
The object fired at proved to be (as I subsequently learned from one of
the prisoners) s torpedo steamer, shaped like a cigar, 50 feet long by
b feet in diameter, and of great speed, and so submerged, that the only
portion of her visible was the coamings of her hatch, which were
only 2 feet above the water’s edge and about 10 feet in length.



SOUTH ATLANTIO BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 13

The torpedo boat was commanded by Lieutenant Commanding Glas-
sell, formerly a lieutenant in our Navy and now our prisoner. He
states that the explosion threw a column of water over the little craft,
which put out the fires and left it without motive power, and it drifted
past the ship. , , ;

Nothing could be seen from the gun deck, and to fire at random
would endanger the fleet of transport and other vessels near us. The
marine guard and musketeers on the spar deck saw a small object, at
which a very*severe fire was kept up, until it drifted out of sight, when
two of the monitors, the Weckawken and Cuiskill, passed under our
stern and were close to it, when it suddenly disappeared. Two of our
cutters were dispatched in search of it, but returned without success.

I hope our fire destroyed the torpedo steamer, and infer the fact
from the statement of Lieutenant Commanding Glassell, who acknowl-
edges that he and Engincer Tomb and pilot, who constituted the crew
at the time of the explosion, were compelled to abandon the vessel,
and being provided with life-preservers, swam for their lives. Glassell
hailed one of our coal schooners as he drifted past, and was rescued
from a grave he designed for the crew of this ship. ’

ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. C. Rowan,
Captain, Commanding.

Rear-Adniiral Jyo. A, DAHLGREN,

Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Captain Rowan, U. 8, Navy, commending Acting Ensign O. W. Howard of the
U. 8. 8. New Ironsides.

-NEw IroNsIDES,
Off Morris Island, October 6, 1863,

Sir: 1 eall your attention to the fine conduct of Acting Ensign C. W,
Howard of this ship, who has always behaved well under fire, and was
particularly conspicuous last night while in charge of the deck, in
mounting the rai} of the ship and ordering the sentries to fire on the

_approaching torpedo vessel. He received, while in this position, a
gunshot wound from the enemy, which I fear will prove fatal. I
respectfully recommend him for promotion to acting master.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. C. Rowan,
Captain, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN,

Comdy. South-Atlantic Blkdg. Squadron, off Morres Island.

Report of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U, 8, Navy, régarding the operations of the Confederate
torpedo ‘‘David.” .
Confidential.] [U. 8. Fragsuip] PHILADELPHIA,
At Sea, October 7, 1863.

My DeAr Sir: 1 send you a lengthy official report of the new tor-
pedo vessel *“ David” to which I will only add a few lines. ,

Among the many inventions with which I have been familiar, I have
seen none which have acted so perfectly at first trial.

The secrecy, rapidity of movement, control of direction, and precise
explosion indicate, I think, the introduction of the torpedo element
as o means of certain warfare. It can be ignored no longer, If 60
pounds of powder, why not 600 pounds?
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I would advise, therefore, that the subject be fully traversed on the
basis developed by the enemy, and then improved on afterwards.

The sketch given me by one of the men who was in the * David”
is thus:

{ x 1 '
. !
WATER. — 2 \%

You have only to complete this by extending it so as to form a
cigar 50 feet long and 5 to 6 feet in diameter, about 2 feet being above
water. There isa long hatch, with a coaming, through which rises the

ipe. The crew stand in the space opened by the coaming, and my
informant, who ig a short man, says, that when standing on the iron
ballast, he could just see over the coaming.

The torpedo is said to project about 10 feet, which I am unable to
reconcile with the length of the craft that is immersed.

The “* David” moved so rapidly that but a few moments intervened
hetween getting sight of her and the blow.

The mysterious part is that after the explosion it was thought that
two monitors saw and fired at the vessel. The captain affects to
helieve that it went down, but of the precise fact nothing is actually
known.,

October 8.—The foregoing was written last night. This morning I
am at Port Royal to sce if the monitors here under repair can not
receive some arrangement to stave off these torpedoes. I left Rowan
in command at Charleston and will probably get back to-morrow.

By all means let us have a uantity of these torpedoes, and thus
turn them against the enemy. We can make them faster than they can.

Very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
JOHN A. DAHLGREN.

Asgsistant Secretary Fox.

[Enclosures.]

A vessel of this kind about 50 feet long, 8 feet wide by 6 feet, and
elliptical form would, immersed awash, displace about 24 tons as a
paraboloid; the greatest cross-section would be 38 square feet; if made
of full one-eighﬁx-imh plate iron the weight would be nearly 5 tons,
and there would thus be 18 to 19 tons for machinery, coal, and hallast.

TITHER?

'
]
1
>l
¥

For permancut stability the vessel would require some 2 tons of iron
ballast, as, from the shape, the machinery would necessarily be high.
For creeping up very little speed would be required, and only when
within about 180 yards, & five minutes’ run, will the whole speed be
required. A high-pressure engine would be the lightest kin({:' about
10 to 13 tons can be allowed for the engine and 3 to 6 tons for the coal
and men. A vessel to be used under water must be elliptical in every
direction, so that the water may pass over as well as under it.



15

SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOOKADING SQUADRON,

[Enclosure.]
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I :
Cgar boat and torpedo named the **Ducid,” which made the futile attempt to blow: up the New Ironsides on the night of October 5, 1865.

‘
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Report of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. 8. Navy, announcing the death of Acting Master
Howard, U, 8, Navy.

No. 190.] FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELIHIA,
- O Morris Island, October 10, 1863.

Sir: 1 deeply regret having to inform you of the death of Acting
Master Howard, of the fronsides, who died to-day about sunset from
the wound inflicted by a shot fired at him from the torpedo vessel
“ David,” v ,

Mr. Howard had- raised himself from the ranks to be an acting
ensign, and by hig intelligence, attention to duty, and solid worth hac
won for himself the respect of all who were associated with him.

As soon as the nature of the wound was ascertained, there wag little
hope of his recovery; and in promoting him to be an acting master 1
felt that it was but taking your place in the payment of a just tribute
to an honest man, who had just given his life to his country.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNo. A. DAHLGREN,
Lear- Admival, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gipeon WELLES, )
Seeretary of the Nawvy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U, 8, Navy, regarding Lieutenant Glassell, C. 8, Navy,

No. 191.] FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
Off Morris Island, October 12, 1863.

Sik: My regular mail; prepared for the Arago, again failed, as that
vessel steamed away from the boat of the Wabash carrying the mail,
though less than 200 yards distant. I have therefore sent a tug with
the letters to Fortress Monroe; also Licutenant Glassell, of the rebel
Navy, who commanded the torpedo vessel ¢‘David,” and was picked
up after the attempt. ‘

It is desirable that this officer should not be allowed to return here
until some time has elapsed, as he could not fail to be of great service
to the enemy in future operations of the same kind.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gipron WELLES,
Secretary of the Nawy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. 8, Navy, regarding injuries sustained by the U. 8, 8,
New Ironsides. -

No. 258.—Confidential.] U. S. S. PHILADELPHIA,
O Charleston, November 19, 1863.
Sir: Captain Rowan informs me that upon removing coal in the
bunkers of the /fronsides, it is discovered that the damage done by
the torpedo was much more serious than first appeared. '
I have not yet received a written report, as the examination is not
yet concluded, but will inform the Department at the earliest date,
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I nead not urge the importance of keeping the facts from publicity.
Everything will be done here to that end, though it is diflicult to evade
the researches of public correspondents.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ JNO. A. DAHLGREN,
, Lear- Admiral.

Hon. G, WELLES.

Report of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U, 8, Navy, forwarding repqrts regarding injuries sus-
tained by the U, 8. 8, New Ironsides. :

No. 279.] FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, .
O Morris Island, November 30, 1863.

Sir: I enclose, for the information of the Department, veports on
the injuries to the fronsides from the torpedo.

[ am not informed, however, that the vessel leaks unusually, and
so long as that is the case she ought to be retained here until at least
the attack on Charleston has been effectual, which I hope is not far
distant now. -

I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

- JNo. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, GipeEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.)

U.S.S. NEw IRONSIDES,
) O Morris Island, November 28, 1863.
ApmiraL: I enclose herewith, in obedience to your order, the report
of the carpenter, Mr, Bishop, giving a detailed account of the injuries
thig ship received by the explosion of the torpedo. -
The ship is very seriously injured, and ought to be sent home for
repairs as soon as it is possible to spare her services here. ;
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ S. C. Rowan,
Captain.
Rear-Admiral JNo. A. DAHLGREN,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Subenclosure.]

° - U.S.S. NEw IrONSIDES,

Off Morris Island, South Carolina, November 24, 1863,
Sir: In obedience to your order, 1 have examined the injuries dis-
covered in the coal bunkers, resulting from the attack made on this
ship by the rebel torpedo boat ¢‘ David” on the night of the 5th ultimo,

[and find them] to be as follows: ) , ;
‘One hanging knee abreast the engine room started off 10 inches from
the clamps and ceiling; two strake clamps and five strakes ceiling
broken in two in a perpendicular line; the hanging knee is started
entirely from the beam and the beam badly Sm:xs%ed; the fore-and-aft
piece that forms the engine room is split for about a spacc of 4 feet
and likewise started from the ends of the spur beams from 8 to 4

N W rR—voL 15——2
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~inches. Six of the lap knees are also started. The stanchions that
support the fm‘e-ztnd-u}t piece of the engine room and likewise from
the coal bunkers are entirely gone at the head. The ceiling is started
off from the frame of the ship for a space of 10 feet, hoth forward and
aft of the hanging knee; forward of the knec; where the ceiling forms
a butt, it has started 10 inches from the ship’s frame, and the side of
the ship is sprung in from 4 to 5 inches for a space of some 40 feet.
When the ship was examined outside by the divers, they reported the
planking abreast the engine room shattered for a space of 6 feet in
depth, 10 to 12 feet in length, and about 14 inches in the face of the
planking, The oakum is also started in the seams. In examining the
gun and berth decks I find the spirketing and waterway on berth deck
started in 8 inches for a space of 20 feet.  ‘The bulkheads and shelving
of three store rooms abreast the engine room were entirely knockec
down. The stanchions that support the fore-and-aft picce that forms
the engine room on gun deck weve carried away at the heel, carrying
the joiner work with them. 'The stanchions that support the spar
deck around the engine room were. jumped out of the iron sockets by
the shock. The waterway on the gun deck abreast the engine room
is started from the deck three-quarters of an inch for a space of 30
feet, cnusinpi ‘the deck to leak badly. The above injuries were all
caused by the explosion of the torpedo. In my opinion this ship
guglht to he docked as soon as she can possibly be spared from this
arbor, _
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. H. Bisnor,
Carpenter, U. S. Navy.

Abstraot log of the U. 8, 8. New Ironsides, Captain 8, C. Rowan, U, 8, Navy, commanding.

October 65, 1863.—Off Morris Island. From 8 to midnight: At 9
F. m. discovered a very peculiar looking steamer which at first appeared
~like a hoat standing toward our starboard beam from seaward; hailed
her rapidly four times, and she making no reply, fired into her with mus-
ketry; she returned fire, dangerously wounding Ensign C. W. Howard
in charge of the deck. Almost at the same time the steamer struck
us near No. 6 ({)ort, starboard side, exploding a largé torpedo, shaking
the vessel and throwing up an immense column of water, part of
which fell on our decks. The steamer then dropped astern; continued
firing at her with musketry as long as she was in sight; also fired two
guns from starboard broadside. Dispatched second and third cutters
In pursuit. The explosion of the torpedo knocked down armory bulk-
head and store rooms in wake of the explosion. William 1. Knox,
ordinary seaman, leg broken; Thomas Little, master at arms, several
severe contusions from the shock of the explosion, ’

Extract from the Diary of Rear-Admiral Lahlgren, V. 8, Navy,

October 5, 1863.—Had an event to-night. i wac not quite 10 p. m, -
when the signal officer announced that General Ter:y had informed
General Gillmore by telegraph that there was trouble among the ves-
sels—heavy musketry firing. The tide was too low to get cut of the -
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creek, so I had to get information as I could, but there was no signal
no further firing, nor could anyone tell. Got out into the channe
during the night and steamed to the /ronsides, where I learned that a
torpedo had heen exploded under her. , \
wesday, October 6,—Quite early a frightened wretch was brought
to me as taken out of the water after cscaping from the torpedo. He
guve a full statement, The vessel was about 50 feet long, made like a
cigar, 5 to 6 feet in diameter, with an engine which would drive her 8 to
10 knots. At the how was a bar 10 feet long, with a torpedo at the end
holding 60 pounds of powder, with four nipples to act by percussion.
There were 4 persons in the boat, and they stood on the hottom with
their heads out of the hatch, which was made in tho part out of water.
They left Charleston at dusk, passed our vessels in the dark, then
returned and attacked the Zronsides. He could not tell whether the
captain or the pilot fired at.and wounded the officer of the deck. The
immense jet of water that came down put out the tires of the ¢ David.”
It seems to me that nothing could have been more successful as a

- first effort, and it will place the torpedo among certain offensive means.

The captain was also picked up. His name is (3lassell, and he was
formerly a lieutenant inour Navy; now in that of the Confederates.
1 did not see him, as I could get nothing from him. What hecame of
the other two and the boat no one counld say. They may have per-
ished or not. N
October 7.—1 concluded to visit Port Royal to see the fleet engineer
and superintendent of monitors, in order to have some fixture for keep-

“ing off torpédoes from the monitors, as they might be fatal.

October 10.—Returning found things as I left them. * * * About
sunset poor Howard died of the one little buckshot which struck him
from the torpedo. Ihad made him a master the next day, but a Higher
Power has given him a better promotion. (It savors to me of murder.)

November 18.—Captain Rowan came on board to report that in
removing coal in bunkers of Iponsides it was discovered 'that the
i;]julry from torpedo was very serious, and extended down toward the

eel, :

Extraot from report of the Becretary of the Navy of the Confederate States, dated
! November 30, 1863. ‘ . .

On the evening of the 5th of October, Lieutenant W. T. Glassell,
in chm‘%’e of the torpedo boat ‘* David,” with Assistant Engineer J. H.
Tombh, Pilot Walker Cannon; and Seaman James Sullivan, left Charles-
ton to attempt the destruction of the enemy’s ship New Ironsides.

Passing undiscovered through the enemy’s fleet, he was hailed by the
watch as he approached the ship, and answering the hail with a shot
from a musket, he dashed his boat against her and exploded the tor-
pedo under her bilge. The fires were extinguished and the boat was
nearly swam?ed by the concussion and the descending water, and
Lieutenant Glassell and Sullivan, suppoSi‘ng_her to be lost, swam off
and were picked up by the enemy. Kngineer Tomb and Pilot Cannon .
succeeded in reaching Charleston with the boat.

Although Licutenant Glassell failed to accomplish his chief ohject,
it is believed that he inflicted serious injury upon the fronsides, while
his unsurpassed daring must be productive of an important moral
influence, as well upon the enemy as upon our own naval force. The
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annals of naval warfare record few enterprises which exhibit more
strikingly than this of Licutenant Glassell the highest qualities of a
sea oficer. Lieutenant Glassell and Assistant Engineer ‘Tomb are
respectfully recommended for promotion.

Report of Ganeral Beauregard, C. 8. Army.

CHARrLESTON, [S. C.], Octlober 6, 1863—7:12 p. m.
Last night Licutenant Glassell, C. 8. Navy, gallantly attempted to
blow up the fronsides with the small cigar torpedo gont “David.”
Explosion occurred at proper time, hut either charge was too small or
torpedo too near surface water, Damage thus far not apparent.
Lieutenant Glassell and 1 man were captured; other 2 returned safely
with boat. Commotion on board the /rohisides reported very great.

\ G. T. BEAUREGARD.
General S. CoorgR,

Letter from Flag-Officer Tucker, 0. 8, Navy, to General Beauregard, C. 8. Army, forward-
ing report of the engineér who accompanied Lientenant Glassell,

FraasHir CHARLESTON,
Charleston, S. C., October 6, 1863.
(ieNErAL: 1 have the honor to enclose copy of the report of Actin
First Assistant Engineer J. H. Tomb, C. 5. Navy, who accompanie
Lieutenant Glassell in his expedition against the /ronsides. 'The
report of Mr. Tomb is strictly correct and reliable.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. R. TUCKER,
Flay- Officer, Commanding.
General (. T, BEAUREGARD,
Commanding, ete., Charleston, S. C.

' ——————— \\ N
Report of Acting First Assistant Engineer Tomb, C. 8, Navy.

CuarLesTON, S. C., October 6, 1863.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that on Monday evening, 5th instant,
Licutenant W, T. Glassell, Confederate Navy, in charge of the pro-
peller “David” (a small submerged steamer), with the following
crew, viz, Jumes H. Tomb, acting first assistant engineer; Walker
Cannon, pilot; James Sullivan, second fireman, started from the city
and proceeded down the main Ship Channel, passing through the
entire fleet of the enemy’s vessels and barges until we arrived abreast
of the U. S, frigate lronsides at 8:30 p. m. We then stood off and on
for thirty minutes waiting for the flood tide to make. '

At 9 p. m., everything being favorable, and every one in favor of
the attack, we headed for the fronsides. When within 50 yards of
her we were hailed, which was answered hy a shot from a double-
harreled gun in the hands of Lieutenant Glassell. In two minutes we
struck the ship (we going at full speed) under the starboard quarter,
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about 15 feet from her sternpost, exploding our torpedo about 64 fect.
under her bottom. The enemy fired rapidly with small arms, riddling
the vessel, but doing us no harms The column of water thrown up
was 50 great that it recoiled upon our frail bark in such foree as to put
the fires out and lead us to suppose that the little vessel would sink.
‘The engine was reversed for backing, but the shock occasioned by the
jar had been so great as tp throw the iron hallast among the machin-
ery, which prevented its working,  During this delay the vessel, owing
to the tide and wind, hung under the quarter of the fronsides, the
fire upon us being kept up the whole time. Finding ourselves in this
critical position and believing our vessel to be in a sinking condition,
wo conc"lu‘dcd that the only means of saving our ‘lives was to jump
overbourd, trusting that we would be picked u“) by the boats of the
enemy. Lieutenant Glassell and the fireman (James Sullivan) swam
oft in the direction of the enemy’s vessels, each being provided with a
life preserver, and were not seen afterwards. The pi}ot stuck to the
vessel, and 1 being overboard at the time and finding that no quarier
would be shown, as we had called out that we surrendered, I con-
cluded it was best to make one more cffort to save the vessel.
Accordingly, I returned to her and rebuilt my fires; after some little
delay got up steam enough to move the machinery. The pilot then
took the wheel and we steamed up channel, passing once more through
the fleet and within 8 feet of a monitor, being subjected the whole
time to one continuous fire of small arms, the fronsides tiring two XI-
inch shot at us, _

The pilot (Mr. Cannon) has won for himself a reputation that time
can not efface, and deserves well of his country, as without his valua-
ble aid I could not have reached the city. ; o

The conduct of Lieutenant Glassell was as cool and collected as if he
had been on an excursion of pleasure, and the hope of all is that he
may yet be in safety. :

The fireman (James Sullivan) acted in a manner that reflected credit
upon himself, having remained at his post until relieved by me.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' J. H. Toms,

Acting First Assistant Engincer, C. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer J. R. TUCKER,
Comamanding Naval Foreces Afloat, Charleston, S. C.

(Endorsement.]

Ipgus. Derr. SouTH CAROLINA, (AEORGIA, AND FLORIDA,
Charleston, S. C., October 7, 1863.
Respectfully forwarded for information of War Department. It is
probable the failure to blow up the fronsides is due to the smallness
of the charge of the torpedo (70 pounds), considering the thickness of
the sides of that vessel, reporte(i) at least 5 feet at the depth where
“struck—that is, about 64 feet below the surface of the water. The sides
of this vessel are nearly vertical to below that depth.
i e G. T. BEAUREGARD, ... - °
General, Commanding.
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Leport of Conomander Balch, 1. S. Navy, regarding eapedition in
tono River for the protection of « reconnoitering force on John’s
lsland.

U. S. SteaM Sroopr PAWNEE,
Stono Inlet, South Carolina, October 6, 1863.

Apmiran: By request of (General Gordon, commanding south end
of Folly Island, I proceeded up this river for the purpose of cover-
ing 1 reconnoitering force on John’s Island. They are now absent on
that duty, and I shall await the return of General Schimmelfennig,
expected cvery moment, . ,

‘rom our present anchorage, just above Legaréville, we can detect
no great change in the earthworks, but bave observed men at work on
them. It will be too late to get up the river this evening, as I intended
doing. - i _

As soon as I can possibly do so 1 will endeavor to procure the wood
required by your order of the 2d instant. The wood will be green,
but with a supply of axes, which I have not on hoard, but wfﬁl try
and borrow, I shall at the carliest moment procure the amount desig-
nated by your orders, ’

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: Gro. B. Barcn,
Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Rear-Admiral J, A. DAHLGREN,
Comdyg. South Atlantic Blockdy. Squadvon, offf Morris Island.

Roport of Lieutenani- Commander Cornwell, U. 8. Navy, command-
wmy U. 8. 8. Nakant, regarding observations made while performing
picket duty. , '

U. S. IroNcLAD NAHANT,
Off Morris Island, October 6, 1863,
Sir: During the day this vessel performed picket duty. The enemy
were husy strengthening the works on Sullivan’s Island with sand bags.

At 3 p. m. the enemy fired three shots over us from a long rifled gun

of small caliber,-which was hauled to the beach near the Moultrie

House on a field carriage, and afterwards taken away., We were dis-

tant about 2,500 yards from the gun. At sunset a large columbiad

was hauled from near Fort Moultrie toward Breach Inlet battery.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
‘ , Jonn J. CoRNWELL, -
Lieutenant- Commander.
Rear-Admiral J. A, DAHLGREN, :
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

RBeport of Commander Creighton, U. 8. Navy, requesting instructions
regarding his duties in St. Catherines Sound, Georgia.
- . Ul‘ Su SQ M’A}]AKSKA’ "“\-.,-..,‘,‘,‘
St. Catherine's Sound, October 6, 1863,

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to report my arrival at this place on the
5th instant.,._The Dinsmore left in obedience to the order received.
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I have received a report from Acting Master Nicholas Kirby, com-
manding the bark Mednight, stating that when the men whose terms
of service have expired leave hie will have but 20 men remaining, none
that he can make petty officers of. Nearly all his seamen amgl ordi-
nary seamen, with some of his principal petty officers, are among
those whose terms of service have expired. Not having received any
instructions relative to the vessels in this station, or to act in any other
capacity than as commander of my own vessel, sent to relieve the
Dinsmorey 1 am here without any means of communicating with the
other vessels, save by boats to Sapelo, and that at a distance of 15 or
L6 mileg, through an enemy’s country. My supplies and all communi-
cation I shall have to obtain in this way, unless I can have the small
steamer called the ’aul Jones, Jr., now with Licutenant-Commander
Giibson ut Doboy. ,

If it is your desire -that I perform the duties of senior officer, I
would like to be informed, and I will call that small steamer spoken
of to my service.

ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. BLAKELEY CREIGHTON,
Commander.

Rear-Admiral J, A. DAHLGREN,

Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

| \ — -
Report of Rear-Admiral Daklgren, U. S. Nawy, regarding the condi-
' tion of the U. 8. 8. Home, and repawrs required.

No. 184.] FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
. Of Morris Island, October 7, 1863.

Sir: I am in receipt of the Department’s communication of 28th
ultimo, with enclosed printed letter,* addressed to the Army and
Navy Journal, referring to the arrival here of the steamer Home, and
her condition. v v -

I would respectfully state for the information of the Department,
that when the Zome reached me, upon the written report of her com-
manding officer, Acting Master W. H, Garfield, I immediately ordered
a survey upon the vessel, and herewith enclose acyOPy of the report of
the surveying officers, marked *“Dispatch No. 1847 (*“ A”). Thereport
concluded with a recommendation that the .Home be sent to Port Royal
for repairs, and I accordingly dispatched her to that point on the 2d

“September, with instructions to report to Commander W. Reynolds,
senior ofticer there present, for that purpose. ‘ -

The following extracts from the reportsof Fleet Engineer Danby
and Master Carpenter Davies will furnish the-Department with the
progress of the work: L , ,

From Fleet Kngineer Danby, September 26, 1863: ‘“The repairs
on the machinery of the U. S, Home were commenced ,on the 5th
instant and will be finished on the 1st day of October.”

From Master Carpenter Davies, September 26, 1863: ““U. 8. S.
/lome was commenced on the 18th, and will pirobably be finished in
two weeks,”

*Not necessary to publish.
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The order for survey on the //ome, together with duplicates of the
raport of the board, was forwarded to the Department on the 30th
September hy the U. S, S, Massachusetts, Acting Volunteer Liettenant
West. A recent report, just received from Mastor Carpenter Davies,
says, under date of October 3: “The U. S. S. Zome wast commenced
on the 18th September, and will probably be finished next week.”

I have not the least idea of the person who wrote the notice referred
to, and it was my intention to have the Zlome put in good order as
quictly and as quickly as possible, which, as the vessel had been pur-
chased, seemed to be the best thing to be done. ;

It is impossible for me to stop the mischievous practice of puttin
everything into print, and the Department will learn from the enclosec
slip how very injuriously it operates here at times. It would be of
public service if 1 could only detect some of these offenders.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedientservant,
. JNo. A. DAHLGREN,
Lear- Admeral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gipron WELLES, |
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. (.

[Enclosure.]

Cireular.] FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
O Morris Istand, September 256, 1863

~ The following has appeared in the Charleston Mercury of the 19th
September: .

A Yankee letter from off Charleston says: Ensign Benjamin H. Porter, of the New
Ironsides, who had been detailed for gpecial gervice by A(imiral ‘Dahlgren, on accotnt
of the high character he has attained in the fleet, and hig daring bravery and pru-
dence, performed a feat on Monday night during the famous hombardment that
will instire him high commendation by the admira%; The duty assigned to him was
to ascertain the nature and character of the obstructions across the harbor of
Charleston, between Sumter and Moultrie.  He had been up in one of the Ironsides’
cutters, with a_ ')i‘cked ‘crew, for several nights on' this mission, and was prevented
from accomplishing it by encountering the picket boats of the c¢nemy. He was
pursuing this ‘investigation when he saved -the lives of eight of the crew of the
Wabash’s capturéd boat. On Monday night hé was scouting around Sumter, when
the furious cannonade comiménced. All eyes were centered on the forts, and the
work they were doing.. But Ensign Porter saw. that the opportunity for his work
had arrived. . The tlashing of the cannon from Sumter and Gregg guided his
movements, and he was enabled to reach the obstructions without being observed.:
He spent fully half an hour on thetn, thoroiighly investigating their construction,
and moved on toward the fleet in time to reach it by daylight. e immediately
reported to the admiral, who declared himself highly gratified at the information,
declaring that he now knew all that he desired to know. The information is, of
course, kept secret, but will be availed of by the admiral in a few days.

From subsequent events, or rather lack of events, it is to be inferred that ‘*all he
desired to know’’ was, that his monitors would be blown higher than a kite if he
attemnpted to run in, : :

Here are three persons, one of them in our midst, who voluntarily
hestow information on the enemy of the highest importance, and
which teaches him how to defeat us in reaching Charleston. '

Of what consequence is it whether this is done intentionally or not?

There are probably no means upon which the enemy has so relied
for information as this insane propensity for making public the most
valuable items. , ~

I deeply regret that it is not in my power to treat this evil as it
merits—it is unfortunately or.e of the besetting sins of the day—but I
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eall on every true man in this squadron to assist in bringing the
perpetrators to condign punishment. ;
Jonn A. DANLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of the Seerctary of the Navy to Rear-Admival Dallgren, U. S.
Nawy, rvegarding the mavine battalion on Morris Island, S. C.

A Navy DePARTMENT, October 7, 1863.
Sir: Unless the services of the marine babtalion, sent to you agree-
ably to the request in your dispatch of the 17th of July last, are
absolutely necessary on Morris Island, you will fill up the guards of
the vessels in the squadron that have guards, and send the remainder
home.
The Department would suggest the withdrawal of the naval hattery
from Morris Island.
Very respectfully, ete.,
GipeoNn WELLES,
, Seeretary of the Nawvy.
Rear-Admiral JNo. A. DAHLGREN,
Jomdy. South Atlantie Blockading Squadron, off Charleston.

\

Leport of RBear- Admirval Dahlgren, U. S. Nawvy, transmitting request
of Captain Rowan, U. S. Navy, for equal pay jfor those serving on
monitors and wronclads,

No. 185. FrAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
O Morris Istand, October 9, 1863.
Stk : Captain Rowan has handed me the enclosed, on the part of the
crew of the Zronsides, which so fully sets forth their case, and the
grounds on which it rests, as to render it unnecessary for me to do
more than to bear witness that the men of the /ronsides have always
participated largely in the several actions that have occurred with the
hatteries, and have always handled their guns well.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: . J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Adneeral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadyron.
Hon. Gipron WELLES,
Seeretary of Nawy, Washington, D. C.

{Enclosure.]

U.S.S. NEw IRONSIDES,
’ Off Morris Island, October 3, 1863.

Sir: The circular order you sent me to be read to the crew of this
ship contained an extract from the honorable the Secretary of the
Navy, directing one-fourth additional pay to be given to the crews of
the monitors. - )

As this order applied to monitors,; I did not read it to the crew of
this ship, knowing that it would produce a bad.effect. Since then
the petty officers came in a body to the mast to ask if this ship’s crew
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could not he put on a footing with the monitors-as to pay. 1 told
them I would refer the matter to you for your favorable consideration.
The crew of this ship suffer discomforts not known to our old style
wooden ships.  The berth deck is dark and too hot to be occupied,
the thermometer ranging from 90° to 103° during the warm weather,
The gun deck is lumbered by the gun slides, leaving little room for
exercise, and is always wet in stormy weather. The spar deck in dry
weather affords the crew breathing room, but inrainy weather the
ship is scarcely more comfortable than a monitor. = ;
n view of these considerations, I am of the opinion that it would
be judicious, in-consideration of the good feeling it would produce, to
remove the invidious distinction between the pay of monitors and
ironclads, 1 am of the opinion that landsmen who ship for one year
ought not to he included 1n this bounty, because their term of service
expires about the time they have learned to be useful.
T have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. C. Rowan,

, Captain, Commanding.
Rear-Admiral JNo. A, DAHLGREN,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadpron.

Letter from the Secretary 07)" the Navy to Dear- Admiral Dahlgren,
U. S. Navy, questioning the feasibility of an adwvance into ('harles-
ton. Havbor.,

Navy Derarrment, October 9, 1863.
(Per the dlassachusetts.)

Sir: Your dispatches, numbered 159, 172, 175, and 177, have been
received.

In‘reference to your remarks touching an advance into the harbor
of Charleston, encountering the various obstructions, and your wish
to have five more monitors, the Department makes the following
observations: ; , ;

The impossibility of getting the vessels which are in the course of
construction comp{eted within the time specified and contracted for,
continues to gives us great embarrassment. We ought to be. able to
count with certainty on the completion of the Onondaga, with two tur-
rets, and the Zecumseh and Canonicus, with single turrets, in one month
from this date, but from information réceived within the last forty-eight
hours, 1 do not think we can rely upon them under about two months.
When finished they will, with the Sungamon, now at Newport News,
be placed at your disposal, unless some unanticipated change in the
congition of affairs should intervene, such as an interruption of our
foreign relations, an unexpected demonstration in the vicinity of James
River, or some similar occurrence. V , .

~Of the character and extent of the obstructions in the harbor of
Churleston, the Department knows nothing. It is therefore wholly
unprepared to form afiy correct opinion as to the propriety of risking
the monitor class of vessels among them. 1f any thorough reconnois-
sance has ever heen made of the ﬁarbdr by your predecessor or your-
self, whereby accurate or reliable knowledge of the obstructions has
been ascertained, the facts have never been communicated to the
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Department. 1t is therefore in no condition to give advice, much less
instructions, in so important a matter, ' e ;

The brilliant operations of General'Gillmore upon Morris Island,
rendered easy of success by the faithful cooperation of the Navy, have
sectired us a position which enables you to close effectually the port of
Charleston. There can be little doubt that General Gillmore’s guns on
(‘umming’s Point will render the city untenable, while his own posi-
tion, protected by the Navy, may bhe considered impregnable.

These greut results attained, it is merely a point of honor whether
you shall go in and take a position with your vessels in front of the
city, with no cooperating army force to assist or sustainyou. However
desirable it may secem, under the present excited expectations of our
loyal countrymen, that such -an attempt should be made, there are
important considerations that must not {)c lost sight of in deciding this
question.  The Department is disinclined to have its only ironclad
squadron incur extreme risks when the substantial advantages have
ulready been gained. Other operations of great importance on our
Southern‘coast are pending, and in case of a foreign war, which has
sometimes secemed imminent, these vessels will ‘be indispensable for
immediate use; S o

Previous to his departure to assume his present cominand General
(zillmore stated that, once in possession of Cumming’s Point, he could
thence reduce Forts Moultrie and Johnson. 'This opinion probably
has undergone no change by what has since occurred. You, doubt-
less, freely and frequently consult with that officer and interchange
views and opinions. In any and every movement requiring naval and
military cooperation there should be, and I presume there is, frank
and full discussion and mutual and satisfactory understanding. The
result of such. consultation may be a gradual advance in reducing the
defenses and removing the obstructions of the port.

The Department will be glad to hear from you the results of the
consultationg and the views and conclusions of the commanders so far
as it may be advisable to impart them. It would be satisfactory to
he informed of General Gillmore’s views, as well as your own, as the
movements progress in regard to further operations.

On the united and combined wisdom and action of the two officers
in command the result mainly depends.  That there is perfect accord
hetween you I do not permit myself to doubt, The position of each
is one of great responsibility, requiring persistency and decision as
“well as energy and courage. While there is an intense feeling per-
vading the country in regard to the fate of Charleston, in which all our
loyal countrymen participate, the public impatience must not be per-
mitted to hasten your movements into immature and inconsiderate
action against your own deliberate convictions nor impel you to
hazards that may jeopard the best intevest of the country without
adequate results. With confidence in your judgment, firmness, and
discretion, as well as in your skill and bravery, the Department will
continue to watch your proceedings, hastening as rapidly as possible
the completion of the ironclads, and in other respects furnishing you
such assistance as it can render. - )

Yery respectfully, _GiproN WELLES,
Seevetary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral Jno. A. DAHLGREN, » e

Commdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Charleston.
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Report of Licutenant- Commander Cilley, 1. 8. Navy, commanding
7. 8. S, Catskill, vegarding observations made while on picket duty.

U. S. IroncrAp CATSKILL,
o' Morris Istand, Sonth Curolina, October 9, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your order I submit the following report, of
picket duty: ) , '

On the evening of the Tth instant anchored on the advanced line
and observed a small steamer plying inside the line of Battery Bee and
Fort Sumter, making quite long stops about midway of the buoy
obstructions, The lbee%mvlrm steamed up to off our starboard bow
and fired twice toward the steamer.  About 9:40 p. m. observed some-
thing low in the water coming toward us on our sturboard quarter
from seaward. Hailed and, receiving no reply, fired at it. It sheered
off and shortly after approached ug on the port quarter; hailed and
fired agnin at it and turned the guns of turret toward it. It kept oft
and 1 sent the picket boat to watch its movements.  The hoat returned
shortly and the officer reported it a torpedo steamer moving toward
the lronsides. 1 immediately made signal 597 and dispatched the
picket boat to notify the ironclads., About half an hour afterwards
observed firing of musketry in the direction of the ironclads.

At quarter past 11 observed what seemed to be the same low object
moving close to the shore from Moultriec House to off Fort Moultrie,
when it disappeared in the obscurity. "’

During the mid watch, about 2, saw musketry firing in the direction
of the /ronsides, after which all was quiet.

Yesterday observed gangs of negroes at work upon the batteries on
Sullivan’s Island.  Last night everything quict off Morris Island.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GREENLEAF CILLEY,
Licutenant- Commander.

Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN,

Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—I1 omitted to state that Fort Sumter fired a sundown gun,
loaded with camster or grape, from the north face.
On the morning of the 8th picked up a barrel buoy, which had
heen, algpax‘ently,‘ one of the buoys to the outer obstructions.
espectfully, ete.,
GREENLEAF CILLEY,
Lieutenant- Commander,

Report of Rear- Admival Daklgren, U. S. Navy, wrging measures for
the prevention of the torpedo work of the enemy.

No. 188.] FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
' Off Morris Island, October 9, 1863.

Sir: By the enclosed you will perceive that there are indications
that the enemy is pursuing the torpedo business. 1 would therefore
urge the adoption of.some measures tending to prevention; among
them is very. muc¢h needed— . :

1. A'number of the fastest pulling hoats, of light build.

2. Several fast tugs like the Slusey.
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3. A number of torpedo vessels, like those described in my dispatch.

These can not be supplied too promptly, or we shall sustain some

loss. ,

I would also recommend a class of small steamers, like the prizes
Diamond and Jupiter. S

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

# J. A, DAHLGREN,
Lear-Admiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockdy. Squadron.

Hon. Gipeon WELLES, _
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.)

U. S. MORTAR SCHOONER RACER,
: - OfF Charleston, October 8, 1863,
Sir: Last evening at 6 o’clock 1 sent a boat in charge of D. B.
Corey, acting master’s mate on picket up in the vicinity of Fort
Sumter. Mr. Corey reports that he saw nothing until about 9:30,
when he heard one of the monitors firing musketry. Pulled up to
her, and was told there was some kind of a craft going toward the
fleet; pulled after her, and saw what appeared to be a large boat, but
could not see any oars. Pulled back to the Cafskill and reported it,
when he was ordered down to the Zronsides, reported to her, and was
ordered to pull out on the bar in about 2 fathoms, and lay around
there, which he did until 4 o’clock this morning, when he returned on
board, it being then quite light. ,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALVIN PHINNEY,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Captain SterneN C. Rowan, U. S. Navy,
Senior Officer off Charleston, S. C.

Report of Acting Master Phinney, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S.
7210rta7' schooner Racer, reqarding observations made while on picket
anty.

U. S. MoRrTAR SCHOONER RACER,
Off Charleston, October 10, 1863,
Sir: Last evening at 7 o’clock I sent a boat in charge of Acting

Master’s Mate D. B. Corey on picket. Mr. Corey reports that he saw

nothing until about 11, when he saw something which appeared to be

about 10 feet long -above water, going very fast. It appeared to
extend some ways under water by the ri ]ille it made both ahead and
astern. It soon passed out of sight, and he saw nothing more. He

returned on boar(?at 4:15 this u. m, ,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: ALvIN PHINNEY,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral Joun A. DanrgreN, U. S. Navy,

y .
Comdyg. South Atlantic Blockdy. Squadron, off’ Charleston, S. C.
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Lleport of Acting Master Dean, U. S. Nawy, commanding (/. S.
schooner Dan Smith, regavding the firing of that vessel upon Con-

Jederate torpedo boat. ,
U. S. ScHooNER DAN SmiTH,
O Morris Island, Charleston, October 10, 1863,
Sir: 1 would most respectfully beg leave to transmit the following
statement: - ,
© A% 10:15 p. m. of the 9th instant the sentry discovered the torpedo
hout.  When about 80 yards distant, the hail not being answered, I
ordered the men to fire. 1 immediately called all hands to quarters,
They appuared to be trying to cross my vessel’s'bow, but, being fired
on, they backed off and headed to the southward until after passing
my vessel. The boat moves rapidly and with very little noise. I dis-
charged about sixty rounds of musketry at them as they passed my
vessel, with what effect 1 am unable to say.
Sir, 1 remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, -
Bexy. C. DrAN,
Acting ﬂ'lastm',‘ Commandinyg.

Rear-Admiral JouN A. DAHLGREN,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadyon.

Report of Rear-Admival Dahlgren, U. 8. Navy, advising liberal
remuneration. for the divers called to examine the obstructions in
Charleston Harbor.

No. 187.] " FLAG-STRAMER PHILADELPHIA,
' O Morris Island, October 10, 1863.

Sir: When the divers had progressed somewhat in cleansing the
hottoms of the monitors, it became of importance to ascertain the
nature of the obstructions in the harbor, and I asked them to come uyp;
from Port Royal to make some examination of them.

On the different occasions when I approached the locality of these
obstructions it was impossible to use the divers, because we were
engaged’in a severe action with the forts the whole time, and it was
impossible to manipulate their apparatus. So 1 have heen obliged to
forego the idea of making use of them, at least for the present, and
have returned them to the work of cleaning the monitors’ bottoms.
Of course there should he some remuneration to theni for time lost
in awaiting the opportunity for examining the obstructions. I have
asked them to suggest a sum and they name $4,200, which is much
less than would have been allowed them if they could not have worked
on the monitors, If the Department thinks the sum too great, $500
might be taken off; but this is a peculiar pursuit, which it may be
difficult to obtain the use of and may he very valuable to the Govern-
ment; for instance, after the explosion of the torpedo under the Zon-
sides it was of the utmost importance to know exactly the nature of
the injury externally, and this was obtained at once through the
aﬁencyof the divers; so that I should be inclined to deal very liber-
ally with them, ,

I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. DAHLGREN,
Bear- ddmiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockdy. Squadron.

Hon. GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Leport of RBear- Admiral Daldgren, U. 8. Navy, regarding the condi-
teon and movements of various vessels of his command.

No. 189.] - FrLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
N Off Morris Island, October 10, 1863,

Sir: The Fuhkee and Admiral Du Pont have both arrived, The
former has heen discharged and will tow the Madgic to Hampton Roads,
heeause it iy represented that her bottom is insuch condition as to
render it advisable that some vessel should be with her.

Mr. Griffin arrived very opportunely, for it seemed questionable
whether the /Zussaic could be refitted here. When I learned from
him that he had a fuller knowledge of some peculiarities of the
vessel that might cause the difficulties, I requested him to examine
her, and on my late visit was much gratified to hear that, under his
directions, there was every probability of restoring the ZFusscic to
good working order.

The Montawk and Patapsco are also in the hands of the mechanics.
The ZLehigh and Nalhant will follow. The Weehawken has lately -
returned, having heen absent twenty days under repair. I have at
last managed to get rid of some of the chartered steamers, the
Curlew being on her way to New York; the others will follow.,

It is proper for me to state, however, that they will be much missed,
their service being constantly in requisition in consequence of the
number of vessels under repair, there being now at Port Royal the
[luron, Clippewa, Memplhis, South Carolina, Flag, Fernandina (split
her hawse pipe on the way to relieve the Braziliera, which needs
repair).  Sent home, Conemavgh, Lodona, Madgie, Wamsutta,; in all,
ten vessels; which, with the disability of some of the tugs, embarrasses
me exceedingly. ‘

The Sonoma has just made her number, which will be a great relicef,
for the Pawl Jones, being about to leave to suﬁply a vacancy at Mur-
rell’s Inlet, was the last efficient gunboat on hand here.. The outer
blockading force of this port is now reduced to the Wabash, Canan-
daigua, Ifnwatom‘c, Blunt, and Hope, a.:d tvio little schooners; absent,
the Fowhatan and several gunboats,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Leport of Rear- Admiral ])akléren, U. 8. Nafv’y; requesting leave of
absence on account of disabilety. '

FrLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, October 10, 1863.

Sir: I am induced by the prospect of severe discomfort to ask leave
to e absent from iy post for about a week, which will probably
enable me to obtain relief at the North. ’ . '

No delay can arise to the operations here from this, as 1 have just
returned from Port Royal, where 1 went to ascertain the probable
completion of the monitors, and whether some defense fo them
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against torpedoes could not be devised. I waginformed by the super-
intendent that the three now there could not be finished in less than
three weeks from the coming Sunday (October 11), and as the Nehant
and Lehigh must be repairved afterwards, there is no doubt that I
should return here some time hefore the monitors will he in a condi-
tion to operate. Under any circumstances, nothing but absolute
necessity would induce me to prefer this request.  During my absence
Captain Rowan would be in charge, which, I presume, was contem-
plated by the Department in the event of any casualty to myself.

I have the honor to be, very l‘OS]_‘)()thtl]ﬁ;’, your obedient servant,

Jrno. A. DAHLGREN.
Hon. G. WELLES,
Secretary of Nawvy.

§ . . o E ~ [
Order of Rear- Admival Daklgren, U. S. Navy, to Captain Green,
U. 8. Nawvy, reqgarding cooperation to be afforded in an army recon-
notssance on Long Island, South Carolina.

FrLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
Of Morres Island, October 11, 1863.

Sir: Celonel Davis has a reconnoissance to make on Long Island,
[S. C.], to-night, and the Sonome is appointed to land him. -

In so doing the Sonomae must not be risked under the battery of
the enemy nor in the shoal water near it. A suitable pilot must
be sent, and the vessels near the locality should indicate the best
approaches and places for landing, :

f Colonel Davis desires a launch and howitzer you will supply him.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. DAHLGREN,
LRear- Admival, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Captain J. F. GREEN,
Senior Officer Present, off Charleston Bar.

Beport of Commander Beynolds, U. S. Nawy, reqarding the arrival of
the U. 8. bark A. Houghton at Port Royal, S. C.

U. S. Sure VERMONT,
Lort Royal Harbor, S. C., October 12, 1863.

Sir: The bark A. Houghton, a small vessel, arrived on the 10th
instant, having been sent out by the Department for use as a storeship.
I have for the present quartered the crew of the Zussaic on board
of her while that vessel 1s repairing.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘
"Wy, REYNOLDS,
Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Redr-Admiral DAHLGREN, .
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Order of the Secrctary of the Nawy to Licutenant- Commander Brad-
ford, U. S. N(wi/, commanding U. S. 8. Nipsic, regarding tie trial
trip of that vessel.

i . Navy DEPARTMENT, October 12, 1863.
Sir: After receiving on board the Nipsic the contractor’s engineer
and the superintending engineer, proceed with that vessel on a trial
trip of three days at sea. At the end of that time you will enter Boston
to'iand the engineers mentioned and report the result of the trip, and
if all is satisfactory proceed thence to Charleston and report to Rear-
Admiral Dahlgren for duty in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Very respectfully, etc.,
GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander J. M. BRADFORD, .
Commanding U. S. 8. Nipsic, Portsmouth, N. 11,

Order of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. Nowy, to Lieutenant- Com-
mander Eastman, U. S. Nawvy, to assune temporary command of the
U. 8. 8 Flag. | ‘
) : U.'S. FLAGSHIP PHILADELPHIA,

Off Charleston Bar, October 12, 1863.

Sir: You are hereby detached from the Weekawken and will pro-
ceed to Port Royal and report to Commander W. Reynolds, senior
naval officer there, for the temporary command of the 6 S. S. Flag.

It is hoped that this change will prove beneficial to you, and super-
sede the necessity of a medical survey.

Very respectfully, ,
J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockdg. Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander T. H. EAsTMAN, -
U. 8. Ironclad Weehawken.

Report of Commander Reynolds, U. S. Navy, wrging the strengthening
: of the blockade.

U. S. SHip VERMONT,
Port Royal Harbor, S. C., October 13, 1863.

Sir: The capture of a third steamer attempting to run the blockade
to the southward of this place indicates more urgently the necessity of
having efficient vessels to maintain'it,

The numerous inlets of the coast of Georgia are easily entered, and
now that the attention of blockade runners is directed to this quarter,
the two sailing barks at Sapelo and St. Andrew’s can not be relied on
to intercept them, , , ‘ .

The Hale and Norwich, at-St. John’s River, and the Potomska, here-
tofore at Fernandina, are represented as being so greatly in need of
repairs as to require them to be replaced by other steamers, which
should be of a better class of vessels. N

Should the rebels use torpedo boats against the blockaders to the
southward (and they may attemFt it), the sailing barks could not even
get out of the way of such assailants.

N w R—voL 15——3
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The Kingfisher, at St. Helena Sound, should also be replaced by a
steamer, in view of this new condition of affairs,
\iery respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. REYNOLDS,
Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Rear-Admiral Joun A. DAHLGREN, -
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Beport of Acting Master Polleys, U. S. Navy, regarding the loss of
? e U, 8.8, Madgie.

U. 8. S. FAHKEE,
Lampton Loads, Virginia, October 13, 1863.
*Sir: 1 have the honor to submit the following report relative to the
loss of the U. 8. S. Madgie, lately under my command, and enclose
herewith certified copies of previous reports * made to Rear-Admiral
Dahlgren concerning her, viz., reports August 1, September 15, and
October 6. , ) .

On-the 10th instant I received orders from Rear-Admiral Dahlgren
to proceed north in tow of the U. S. S. Falkee, and at 5 p. m. left
Charleston Bar with moderate breeze from northeast and fine weather,
ship leaking at the time about 6 inches per hour. At 4 a. m. on the
11th wind increased, with a heavy sea, ship pitching heavily and the leak
increasing at 9 a. m, Heavy head sea during the day, but by keeping
the engine and deck pumps constantly going could keep the ship free.
At 5 p. m. 1 saw a piece of her sheathing come up alongside, and the
water at once commenced gaining on the pumps, Thinking the sheath-
in%‘came from a hole in her bows (see copy of report),t I immediately
lightened the ship forward by bringing the chain cables aft on the
spar deck. The water still increasing and ¥aininlg on the pumps. At
6 p. m., after consulting with the officers, I concluded to abandon the
ship, as we could not keep her free. Communicated with the Fahkee
and sent the paymaster with his books, papers, and funds on board.

At 6: 30 water was over the berth deck; pumps still going. At 6:40
engine pumps reported choked; ordered away all boats to save the
effects of ofticers and crew. At 6:45 ordered the men to leave the
pumps, it being useless to try to keep the vessel free with deck pumps
alone, the water being then over the fire-room floor. At 7p. m.1
left the ship with the last boat and mustered the Madgie’s crew on
board the Fulkee. o ‘ ;

At 8:45, the Madgie having entirely ﬁlleda rolled heavily to star-
board and sank in 18 fathoms of water, the Frying Pan Shoals light-
ship bearing by compass N. W., 12 miles distant. gI‘he Lahkee laid by
her till the %ﬁst, only cutting the towing hawser when the Madyie dis-
appeared beneath the water. 1 can not speak in too high praise of the
officers and crew, Although very dark, every one obeyed orders to
the last, and the men never left the (f)ump's until ordered to do so by
me. But very few of the officers and men saved anything except the
clothing they had on. Of the effects of the ship, I saved only the
chronometer and three boats. '

*Not neeeesarfy to publish. _ ‘
t For report of Acting Ensign Webb, U. 8, Navy, Commanding U. 8. 8, Fahkee, sep
Series I, Volume 9, p. 237, ' : |
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Acting Ensign Webb, commanding the Fahkee, his officers and crew,
rendered all the assistance in their power, and have done averything
to make myself, my officers and crew comfortable on their passage to
this place. .
Awlv?aitin orders of the Department, I have the honor to be, sir, very
respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘
Woopsury H. PoLLEYS,

Acting Master, U. S. Navy, late Comdg. U. S. S. Madgze.

Hon. GipEoN WELLES, L
Seeretary of the Navy, -Washington, D. C.

Order of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. 8. Nawy, to Commander Rey-
nolds, U. 8. Nawy, to forward to Waslington, D. C., the cargo of the
schooner Mary, captured October 13, 1863.

FrLAasHIP PHILADELPHIA, :
Off Morris Island, October 20, 1863.

Sir: I am in receipt of a communication from Acting Master Com-
manding W. T. Gillespie, of bark Braziliera, informing me of the
capture by the guard boat of that vessel of the schooner Mary and
cargo, from Nassau, New Providence, on the evening of the 13th
October, off the mouth of Jekyl Creek, while endeavoring to run the
blockade. The papers and writings found on board have }lso, been
transmitted to me. :

Captain Gillespie 1'eé)resents the schooner to be almost worthless,
and unsafe, when raised, to send to Port Royal. You will therefore
be pleased to send her cargo to Washington for adjudication by the
first favorable opportunity that may be afforded, together with the
captain and crew, for such disposition as the Department may direct.

he commanding officer of the Braziliera should furnish the district
judge of the District of Columbia with a report of the circumstances
attending the capture of the Mary.

The 12-pounder howitzer asked for by Captain Gillespie will be
furnished at the earliest time possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3
' ‘ J. A, DAuLGREN,
RBear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockdg. Squadron.

Commander WM., ReyNoLps,
Senior Offficer Present, Port Royal.

Abstract log of the U. 8. bark Braziliera, Acting Master (illespie,
U. 8. Nawy, commanding.

October 13, 1863.—At 5 p. m. a small schooner seen standing in
‘toward St. Simon’s. At 6:15 the guard boat left the ship. At 8:45
§uar‘d boat burned a Coston light No. 1, and at 8:50 burned another

0.1. Sent the cutter in charge of Mr. Bennett to learn the cause and
renderassistance. At10Mr. Bennett returned and reported the capture
of the prize schooner Mary, of Nassau, Captain Hallier, with an
assorted cargo. l '
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Report of Lieutenant- Commander Cilley, U. 8. Navy, commanding
. 8. 8. Catsklill, regarding observations made while on picket duty.

U. S. IronoLaAD CATSKILL,
, Of Morris Istand, October 13, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following picket report:

Took our station on the advance picket on the evening of the 11th
instant; observed the steamer during the night making her usual trip
from Sumter to Sullivan’s Island and back. Between 2 and 3 a. m. of
the 12th, dispatched two rafts, with an XI-inch shell on each, up the
harbor. Owing to the neglect of the gunner’s mate to remove the
safety plug from the fuze, they did not explode, though we perceived
one flash and burn between Sumter and Johnson, About meridian
yesterday saw three ladies and several officers on the walls of Sumter.
Its sunset gun was fired in the direction of Charleston. A gun was
fired three times from Charleston, near the yard where a rebel ram is
building, and the shot struck between Sumter and Battery Bee, a
range of about 34 miles. From the volume of smoke following each
discharge, I should judge that the piece was a very heavy one and
loaded with a large charge of powder. As soon as darkness arrived I
dispatched another raft with an XI-inch shell on it, and it exploded
between Sumter and Pinckney, nearer to Pinckney. Last night
observed nothing of importance.

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ GREENLEAF CILLEY,
. Licutenant- Commander.
Rear-Admiral J. A, DAHLGREN, :
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter from the Secretary of the Nawy to Rear-Admiral Dahlgren,
U. 8. Navy, regarding communication of army transport steamers
with blockading squadron. : \

, Navy DEpARTMENT, Ociober 14, 1863.
Sir: On the receipt of your No. 163 the Department wrote to the

Secretary of War, suggesting that the Arago and Fulton be ordered

to touch at the outer blockading vessels in going to and coming from

Port Royal, and deliver and receive a mail, and he informs me, in

reply, that he has given directions to the quartermaster at New York

to instruct those vessels accordingly.
Very respectfully, etc.,
GipeoN WELLES
Secretary of the Nawy.

Rear-Admiral JNo. A. DAHLGREN,
Comdyg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Charleston.

Order of the Secretary sz_ the Nawy to R“ea/r-Admi?*al Dallgren, U. 8.
- Nawy, regarding officers commanding <ronclads.
NAvy DEePARTMENT, October .1}, 1863.

Sik: Very young lieutenant-commanders appear in some instances
to be in command of the monitor vessels.
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The Department desires to be informed if these commands have
been offered to older officers and declined; and, if so, you will report
the names of such officers and the reasons. of their declining such
comma\r;ds. i : »,
ery respectfully
’ GipeEoN WELLES,

, Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral J. A, DAHLGREN, , '
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, 8. C.

Report_of Lieutenant- Commander Sempson, U. S. Nawvy, command-
mg U. 8. 8. Passazie, giving his experience and observation on vron-
clads.

U. S. IroNCLAD STEAMER Passalo,
Port Royal Havbor, October 14, 1863.

Sir: Conformably to a call from the Navy Department, I have made
a report to the commander in chief of this station of the actions in
which this vessel has been engaged, but as the letter from the Depart-
ment_implies a desire for such experience as the commanders of -the
ironcli}t{ds may have acquired, 1 respectfully submit the following
remarks:

Decks.—In order to prevent dampness on the lower deck of an iron-
clad monitor, it should be covered with two or three coats of paint,
with shellac over all.  All the washing that is then required is simply
wiping up with a wet cloth or swab. The wood does not absorb the
water, and the consequence is a dry atmosphere. v

The spar decks of these vessels, as at. present constructed, are not
sufficiently protected to resist such projectiles as are now in use. The
6 inches of wood are sufficient backing, but the two half-inch plates of
iron are unequal to perform the work required of them. In this ves-
sel there have been seven holes made through the deck, the shot driv-
ing the iron and wood on the berth deck. 'The holes made over the
berth deck caused such a leak when the deck was awash as to deprive
the crew of a large portion of their accommodation, which, at best, is
too contracted. Two of these holes are caused by shot which struck the
base ring of the turret, near the bottom; one of them just cleared the
steam pipe of a blower engine, which, if disabled, would have been a
serious damage, as the blowers are literally the life of the ship. One
hole over the awning room caused the wetting of all awnings, ham-
mocks, ete., and another over the bread room injured a quantity of
bread before it could be removed to another place. 1t is impossible
to plug these holes so as to stop all the leak; in this vessel they have been
rammed full of oakum, with_heavy bags of sand on toF, while below,
after chipping off the splinters to obtain a smcoth surface, sheet lead
hag been nailed up under the hole, but all without being able to stop
the flow of much water. The surface of the iron on deck is very roug
and jagged, and nothing can be done in the way of repair until time is
given to cut off all the injured part and to replace it with a new plate.

I recommend that the strength of the decks of the monitors now in
service be increased by laying extra plates of 1-inch iron from over the
forward part of the magazine and shell room as far aft as the con-
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denser, extending the plates only to 2 feet from the edge of the over-
hang on each side forward and ahreast of the turret, contracting the sur-
face abaft the turret so as to cover only 2 feet of the coal bunkers on
each side of the boilers and abaft the smoke pipe, running one plate
amidships as far as the high-pressure valve. The uneven space thus
left on the deck ean be covered with planking, which, forward and aft,
will be found a great comfort to Oigcers and men; the wooden deck
laid on this vessel is found to be a great advantage in preventing rheu-
matism, and in hot weather in moé‘ifyin the temperature. The addi-
tional weight thus placed on the deck will be about 50 tons.

Armature.—The side armor, as disposed on the overhang of these
vessels, does not perfectly fulfill the requirements. A shot of any
size never strikes it without producing more or less of serious effect,
sometimes breaking through all the plates, generally drivingl‘ the mass
of iron hefore it into the backing, and sometimes causing leaks; the
solid plates of hammered iron on the New Ironsides, though only 4 inches
in thickness, resist the impact of shot much better than the 5 inches of
laminated iron on the sides of the monitors. This difference in effect
may be caused by the different manner in which the surfaces are pre-
sented to the shot, the sides of the Zronsides being inclined, while those
of the_monitors are vertical. The manner in which this armor is
arranged at the stem is very insecure. These vessels are useless as
rams, except against wooden vessels. The security is by means of very
small bolts at the extremity, which allow the armor to open on a very
slight provocation. The armor of this vessel at the stem is sprung apart
6 inches by contact with another monitor while in the act of turning;
the collision was one with very slight force. 1 recommend that all
these vessels should be fitted with a shoe, for the purpose of reinfore-
in%‘the stems,

The laminated iron, when disposed in a plane perpendicular to the
flight of the projectile, does not seem to answer all demands, but
when disposed in the form of a turret no objection can be raised to
it. The turrets are as near impregnable as anything rin be :nade, and
11 inches of iron seems to be enough for al{ puruoses of defense.
The only objection to them are the through bolts, wihi-h allov the nut
inside to fly when the head of the bolt is struck. Ti+ nuir vystem of
m?[li{iri” turrets, now adopted by the Navy Department, obviates this
difficulty.

Ro‘of):)f turret.—The most vital and dangerous part of this con-
struction of vessel is the roof of the turret, which must be apparent
to everyone as weak; it never can be struck without causing damage.
The numbers of the beams should be increased; they should have a
better bearing in the wall of the turret (at present they have but 2
inches), the railroad iron should be discarded, and good square iron of
proper dimension substituted. The roof of the Weechawken was struck
at long range; the result was the fracturing of the thigh of one man
and lighter wounds to two others, and this, or worse, must be the
result as long as the roof is left in its present state. ,

Present principle of turret.—1 will perhaps be excused if I hazard
an objection to the principle involved in the present arrangement of
turret, pilot house, and spindle. The turret hastwo bearings on the
spindle, one on a shoulder under the center of the floor heams and
another (through diagonal braces) from the ends of these beams to
another shoulder at the level of the roof. These bearings are pro-
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vided with composition rings to prevent *‘cutting;” the pilot house is
supported on the end of the spindle. In order to secure the pilot
house from being knocked off by the effect of a blow a composition
ring is secured to the roof of the turret which, at its top, has a
horizontal flange which overlaps a projecting ring attached to the base
of the pilot house. 'This is the best manner in which the object could
be attained, and as long ag the form of all parts remains as it came
from the foundry or machine shop it will work well. But the bat-
tering effect of heavy ordnance will knock anything out of shape,
even an 11-inch turret or pilot house, as in the case of this vessel,
causing the turret to revolve eccentrically. The effect of this eccen-
tric motion on board of thig vessel was the derangement of the whole
system by the jamming of a Eiece of geven-eighths-inch bolt between
the composition ring and the old pilot house; the piece of bolt
entered freely at the place where it had slipped in, but the eccentric
motion caused the surfaces of ring and pilot house to approach each
other when the turret was revolved, and the jam took place, thus
uniting the turret, pilot house, and spindle, so that the turret could
not be made to revolve without carrying with it the other partsof the
system. Kfforts were made to force them apart with 35 pounds of
steam, at the risk of destroying the gearing of the turret engine, and
causing the beams of the ship to work several inches, but no effect
was produced, and the object could not be attained until the ring was
detached from the roof of the turret, when the cause of the dificulty
wag discovered, This difficulty is most serious in its conscquences;
the steering gear is, of course, deranged and the pilot house becomes
useless, It may occur again in this vessel; it may occur on board of
any other vessel of this class. It is also possible that the bearings of
the turret in the spindle may cut, although the fact of having two
composition surfaces to work on makes the danger remote. Great
delicacy is required in adjusting the diagonal braces, and any yielding
on their part can, at any time, stop the turret from revolving; the
occupy, besides, much room in the turret, interfering with the wor
about the guns. . A , ,

I recommend that a system of turret should be devised by which-it
will have no connection with the spindle, but have a bearing all around
its base, running on such antifriction rollers as the inexhaustible inge-
nuity of our mechanics can invent. The weight will not then be con-
centrated on one point of the vessel, but will be spread over a greater
surface, and the duty of the spindle will be simply to support the
pilot house without the remotest chance of derangeinent; the diagonal
braces will be thus removed from the turret. ; ,

I would also recommend that the base of the turret should be car-
ried below the spar deck. The base ring, as now attached to tur-
rets, prevents injury to the bottom of the turret itself, but the liability
of stopping the revolution of the turret by forcing the iron down to
the dec pﬁités is just as great as ever. In a late action in this vessel,
owing to this cause, it required at one time 34 pounds of steam to
revolve the turret, until melted tallow was squirted in from the out-
side, and had it not been for the elastic charactor of the packing under
the plate below the ring the turret would have inevitably stopped.
I have also had two shots that penetrated the deck directly under this
ving, If the base of the turret were carried down below the spar
deck it might be so inclosed as to prevent the rush of water into the
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vessel through the opening between the turret and deck, as is the case
at present. I consider that if it be found practicable to make the
system work as I propose; it will be a great improvement.

The composition ring under the turret does not perform the work
required of it. After the turret has heen struck several times at the
base this ring ceases to act independently and attaches itself to the
turret, becoming a part of it, and rises or falls or revolves with it,
It is also found to be dangerous, as the flange inside of the turret is
broken by the force of blows on the hase, the pieces flying in over the
berth-deck heams. The extra base¢ ring around the turret does not
prevent this effect, for, in this vesgel, there are three pieces of the-
ﬁange broken off, one or two of them as much as 4 feet in length.

Compression of the guns.—~The system of compression of the guns in
the turret of these vessels is too delicate. The perfect action of the
compressor plates between the beams, forming the bed or slide,
depends on the preservation of the parallelism of these beams. If
this parallelism be destroyed the plates take angling, and it has been
found at times very difficult to run the guns in and out from this
cause. 'T'o preserve the parallelism of these beams their elasticity
must be perfect, but it is found in practice that after being subjected
to a certain amount of compression they require to he wedged apart
in order to relicve the effort of running in and out. A simpler
method of compression is proposed by Lieutenant William Whitehead,
the executive officer of this vessel, which is new only in its applica-
tion, but which I think could be substituted with advantage for the
method now in use. I enclose his sketch.* , o ,

Turret chamber.—1 would recommend that the floor of the turret
chamber be covered with sheet zine, which will prevent much oil and
dirt from going down on the skin. Two hatches, forward and abaft,
should also be cut in the deck, in the wake of the heel of the spindle,
which, if unshipped, when keying up or lowering the turret, would
prevent any hindrance to the rams that are used for these purposes..

Protection for armature.-—In remarking the érack of shot that have
struck on the deck of this vessel I have noticed that when they strike
the edge of a plate they break and their effect ceases, leaving the edge
of the plate much injured but not affecting the deck beyo::%. There
are now on the deck of this vessel several places where the shot have
struck on a plate, pursued its course, burrowing along until the edge
of the next plate has suddenly stopped its farther progress.

I can not help thinking that something can be devised to be placed
on the outside of the armature of ironclads which might have the effect
of robbing the shot of a great portion of its power by causing it to
break immediately on impact—in fact, before its whole force is devel-
oped on the main armor. The plan that seems to me most feasible is
to place over the armature a system of steel-pninted cones, extending
over the whole side, these to be so arranged as to bring the points
close enough together to prevent a shot of ordinary caliber from strik-
ing between the points. The length of the cones would have to be
determined by experiment, but 1 should think 1 inch or 14 inches
would be all ti;at could be required. The projections would, of course,
be flattened down by the force of the blow, but I am inclined to believe
that they would have their effect in accelerating the moment when the
shot would break. If they would not break the shot, of course they

* Not necessary to publish.
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would be of no use, but the uniform manner in which the shot breaks
when coming in contact with the edge of the deck plates of this vessel
induces me to suppose that experiments carried on in this direction
mng lead to valuable results.

The Department will judge of the value of this report; my effort
has simgly‘ been to state impressions that I have received while in com-
mand of thisvessel. They are not theories, but deductions from prac-
tical effects which 1 have remarked during very active operations. I
shall be glad if they can be made of any service.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _
E. SmmpsoN,
Lieutenant- Commander, Commanding.
Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Secretary of the Nawvy.

Report of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. Navy, regarding condition
of vessels and general affairs of the squadron.

No. 194.] FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
Off Morris Island, October 14, 1863.

Sir: I am again reminded, by the weekly returns of “vessels under

repair, of the necessity of bringing the subject to your attention:

eturned home incapable of any service, Wamsutta and Madgie, 2;
returned home for repair not g})ssible here, Conemaugh and Lodona, 2;
under repair here, Huron, Memphis, South Carolina, Flag, Bra-
ziliera, Sonoma, Potomska, 7; must be relieved for repair, Hale, Nor-
wich, McDonough, 3; [total,] 14, ,

These vessels have been replaced by gunboats from the blockade of
this place, and as a consequence the number here has been reduced to
five vessels— Wabash, Canandaigua, Housatonic, Paul Jones, and Hope.
When I took command there were twelve on this duty. The Oftawa,
too, is so weak in the beiler as to be unfit for active service, and she
is anchored as a guardship at the bar. The Memphis being unfit for
duty, I have been unable to replace her at her station—Murrell’s Inlet.

"These facts will not escape the sharp eyes of the traders, and we
may look for frequent successful violations of the blockade, unless
some efficient vessels are added to the squadron, for there are always
more under repair at Port Royal than there is force to work on them.
Vessels like the prize Diamond would be very serviceable; the Jupiter
-is exactly like her, and I would recommend that these two vessels be
taken by the Government at once and lightly armed. The Jupiter is
at this time detained at Port Royal for some necessary repairs,

The number of men in the squadron has also been seriously reduced,
as already represented, the deficiency being 800. The Dinsmore is now
just in with 149 men whose times have expired. The return home of
officers and men for medicnl treatment is also working to our disad-
vantage, as well ag the inferior quality of men which we receive.

The efficiency of the squadron is thus so much reduced in the num-
ber of vessels, of officers, and of men that I beg the consideration of
the Department to the subject at its earliest convenience. I enclose
two documents ¥ out of a number on hand, which relate to the subject
and possess some interest, :

! : * Not found.
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The Department will also perceive that I am discharging several
chartered steamers of the Z%orn class, which have been very useful and
will be much missed.

I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. A, DAHLGREN,
Rear- Admmiral, Comdy. South Atlantiec Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Rear-Admival Dahlgren, U. S. Navy, regarding delay in
repairing monttors.

No. 195.] FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
~ Off Morris Island, October 14, 1863.

Sir: Some two weeks since I expressed the expectation that the
seven monitors would be ready for service about this time. I deeply
regret to sny that I have been egregiously disappointed. Their actual
condition is this: -

Ready for service, Catskill, Weehawken, Patapsco.

At Port Royal, to be ready November 2, Passaie, Montauk.

At Charleston, awaiting their turn, Nakant, Lehigh.

This delay is very grievous at this time, but there is no remedy
here for it. ‘ .

The Sonomae had been here very few days when some of the connec-
iI:{io'ns 1oi’ the rudder gave way and it was necessary to tow her to Port

oyal.

rom the above statement the Department may observe that the
seven monitors will not be in a condition for active operations for some
time., Meanwhile I will endeavor to prepare the information called
for by the dispatch of the Department dated October 9.
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
) ‘ JNOo. A, DAHLGREN,
Bear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GipeoN WELLES, - ‘
- Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Rear- Admiral Daklgren, U. S. Nawvy, requesting the return
of the U. 8. 8. Powhatan.

-No. 196.] FrLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,

-

Of Morris Island, October 14, 1863.

Sir: In view of the great diminution of the number of vessels of
this s<1uadr0n~ fit. for service, which is seriously affecting the blockade,
<Ii wou (il request that the Powlatan be directed to return here with all

ispatch.
he number of vessels off Charleston is but five, while there were
twelve when I took command. The Powhatan is also the only vessel,
by reason of her speed and power, that can be ﬁroperly entrusted with
the towing of monitors between this and Port oyal.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
~ - JNO. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GioroNn WELLES,
Secretary of the Nawy, Waskington, D. C. ~
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Order of the Secretary of the Nawy to Acting Master MeRetchie, U. S. |
Nagf/, commanding U. S. ship Supply, to proceed to Port Royal,

S.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, October 15, 1863.
Sir: Proceed with the U. S. storeship Swpply to Port Royal, S. C.,
and report to the senior commanding officer present, and remain there
until otherwise ordered hy the rear-admiral of the South Atlantic
Blockading Squadron. '
Very respectfully, ete.,
GipeEoN WELLES
~ Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Master D, G. McRiToHIE, _
ommanding U. 8. Storeship Supply, New York.

Letter from Rear- Admiral Daklgren, U. 8. Nawy, to Major-General
Gillmore, U. 8. Army, requesting the latter’s views in regard to future
operations.

Fraa-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, ;
Off Morris Island, October 15, 1863.

Sir: Under date of October 9, the Navy Department observes:

It would be satisfactory to be informed of General Gillinore’s views, as well as
your own, a8 the movement progresses, in regard to future operations.

Now, general, I shall be very glad to give this information to the
Department, if you will enable me to do so.

May I ask, therefore, whenever it may suit your convenience, to put
it in my power to meet the wishes of the hofiorable Secretary of the
Navy, if you feel so disposed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JoHN A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Major General Q. A. GiuLmore, U. S. Army, E
Commanding Department of the South, Folly Island. -~

Report of Lieutenant- Commander West, U. 8. Nawy, commanding
[]. 8. 8. Wissakickon, regarding affairs in North Edisto River.

U. S. S. WISSAHICKON,
North Edisto River, South Carolina, October 16, 1863.

* * * * * * *

On Monday, the 12th instant, the steamer Peconzc arrived here and
landed a detachment of 80 colored infantry, under Captain Wales, of
the Ffty-fifth Massachusetts, and a party of engineers, for the pur-
pose of constructing a signal tower 150 feet in heigijt. The spot
sclected is on Botany Bay lsland, about a half mile southeast of its
north point, and about 150 yards from the beach. Its position is such
that if the rebels are in any tcree on Seabrook’s Island, it must call
their attention and fire, as its distance from the woods on Seabrook’s
will not much exceed 800 yards, and it is scarcely probable that they
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will permit uninterrupted communication with Port Royal when it
can be so easily broken. To finish and protect it will, I think, require
a stronger force, with some artillery. On yesterday at about 5 fp m.
five reports of musketry were heard in the woods on the edge of Sea-
brook’s. No persons, however, were seen. ‘
* * * * * * *

While writing this three rebel soldiers are reported on the south-
east point of Seabrook’s reconnoitering.  They are in sight from deck.
The executive officer, who has been on Botany Bay Island to procure
wood, informs me that a company of rebel soldiers have beem marched
up the beach of Seabrook’s Esland into the woods skirtin% the river
and opposite to the camp of the working party of the Fifty-fifth.
These were not seen from the ship, but were by the executive officer
and the officer of the day on shore. They are either establishing a
strong outpost or intend an attack upon the party., 1 have taken a
position to command Bohicket and Townsend’s creeks, as well as both
shores of the North Edisto River, keeping a picket hoat out till day-
light nightly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W C. WesrT,
Liewtenant- Commander.
Captain Greoree F. EMMONS, '
Chief of Staff, South Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Charleston, S. C.

Leport of Captain Qreen, U. S. Navy, senior officer off Charleston,
., (., transmitting communication of commanding officer of
111 M. 8. Tisiphone. -

U. S. S. CANANDAIGUA,
Off Charleston, 8. C., October 16, 1863.

Sir: With the enclosed communications I received a note from Cap-
tain Marivault, requesting me to forward them, and also informing
me that the communication addressed to you had been left open for
my perusal. , o

He informs you that he is absolutely ignorant of your locality and
of the means of communicating with you. .

Ensign Dichman assures me that he told him you would give him
an interview on board of the Offawa at any hour he might appoint,
informing him at the same time of the position of the Oftawa, and
also by my direction suggested to him the expediency of his proceed-
ing with his vessel to an anchorage inside the light-boat, in order to
render his passage to the Offawe more convenient, in the event of
your not furnishing a tug for that purpose.

It seems to me that he expects you to provide a conveyance for him
to the appointed place of interview. i ‘ :

It is possible some mistake may have been made in the signals yes-
terday in relation to the interview, and I therefore transcribe them in
order to rectify any error that may have occurred: .

Canandaigua to Ottawa: French commander just arrived; desires interview with
commander in chief.

Ottawa to Canandaigua: Answered, * ¢ Whirlwind,’ flag-officer’s secretary himself,
at any hour he will namme.”
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Canandaigua to Ottawa: Will interview take place inside or outside of the bar?
Oltawa to Canandaigua: Answered, ‘‘ Interview will take place on this vessel.”!

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, J. K. GREEN,
Captain and Senior Qfficer Present.

Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN,
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockdg. Squadron, off Morris Island.

[Enclosure.]

Translation. ] Sroop oF WaR Tisirnoxe,
_ Off Charleston, October 1}, 1863.

ApMIRAL: I have the honor to inform you that the sloop of war
Tisiphone, under my command, has arrived at this roadstead, having
on board M. de Sibourg, chancellor of the French consulate, who left
Charleston at the time of the first attack on that place, and who now
rejoins his post. ; ' ,

y intention is to communicate with the city and to debark M. de
Sibourg, also hig wife and their personal luggage, if this will not inter-
fere with the military operations which you are directing aguinst this
place. If you see no objection to this movement, it can take place at
once.

In any event, admiral, I desire to have the honor of seeing you here,
but am absolutely ignorant of your whereabouts and of the means of
communicating with you. I limit myself, then, to expressing this wish,
and await here until you indicate the mode of transport which you will
furnish me to carry out this object. ;

I am, with respect, admiral, your obedient servant,
H. pe Marrvavrr,
Captain, Commanding Tisiphone.
Admiral DAHLGREN, '
Commanding U. S. Forces, off Charleston.

P. S.—I have on board, unofficially, as a passenger the Count of
Zeppelies, Wurtemberg officer, who desires to join General Gillmore’s
army. He is provided for this purpose with passes and authority
from Washington, which I suppose are sufficient. FHe is personally
recommended to me by M. Mercier, and several days’ passage have
made me appreciate in him the qualities which ought to be expected
from Lis station. When I know how to join you, I shall have the
honor of presenting him.

H. pe Marivaurr.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Daklgren, U. S. Navy, to the commanding
gﬁoer of H. 1. M. S. Tisiphone, authorizing communication of the
atter with Charleston, S. C.

FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, ,
Of Morrvs Island, October 16, 1863.

SIR: I have just received your note of the 14th instant, announcing
gour intention to communicate with the city and then land Mr. de

ibourg and his lady, if I had no objection, arising from the military
operations which I am directing against this place,
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For reasons which, as an officer, you can readily appreciate, it was
found advisable to enter upon the rule of preventing any communica-
tion with the city, and this has been adhered to, except inadvertently
in a single case, during my brief absence at Port Royal. 1In the pres-
ent instance, particularly as there is a lady of a French diplomatic
officer in the case, I will recede from that ruf;, and beg you will accept
it as an evidence of the friendly feeling which my Government main-
taing toward that of France.

The baggage of Mme. de Sibourg will also be free to pass, as requested
by her ina note to me. N o v

Be pleased to enter and leave by the Sullivan’s Island Channel.

You add in a postscript that you have on hoard the Count de Zeppe-
lies, who has been authorized by the U. S. Government to join the
forces under General Gillmore. ‘

1 shall be pleased to make his acquaintance upon your introduction,
but would advise that he shall forward his letters to General Gillmore
before landing.

1 am, with much regard, your obedient servant,
’ JNO. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding.
Captain HENRI DE MARIVAULT, :
Commanding . I. M. Corvette La Tisiphone.

Letter of acknowledgment from the commanding officer of H. 1. M. S.
Tisephone to Rear- Adimiral Dallgren, U. S. Nawy.

Translation. ] Sroor or War TISIPHONE, .
Off Charleston, October 16, 1863.
ApMIRAL: 1 have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your
letter of the 15th instant.
I accept with much pleasure your offer to send a ‘gunboat for me,
and I send you in advance my thanks.
I am, with respect, admiral, your very humble servant,
' : . DE MARIVAULT,
Captain, Commanding Tisiphone.
Admiral DAHLGREN, ,
Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces, off Charleston.

Letter from the Secrctary of the Noawy to Rear-Admiral Dahlgren,
U. 8. Nawvy, declining to increase pay of the U. S. S. New Ironsides
crew. : :

NAvY DEPARTMENT, October 16, 1863,

Sir: I have received your No. 185, enclosing a communication from
Commodore Rowan, recommending that the order increasing the pay
of the monitors engaged at Charleston be extended to the crew of
the New Ironsides. '

The crew of the New Ironsides is not changed, as is required in the
monitors; she is high and dry in all weather. If the increased allow- -
ance be extended to her crew, there is no good reason why it should
not be . extended to all others, The Department must decline the
request. - o
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Your attention is called to rule No. 4 of General Order relative to
correspondence, which requires whole sheets to be used when enclos-
ures are transmitted; also to the instruction requiring semimonthly
reports of the stations of the vessels of the squadron.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GipeoN WELLES
Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral JoHN A. DAHLGREN,

Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Navy DEPARTMENT, October 16, 1863.

Direct the tug ZLarkspur to proceed carefully to Charleston and
report to Rear-Admiral Dahlgren,
~ G1pEON WELLES
Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore C. K, STRIBLING,
Commandant Navy Yard, Philadelphia.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Master Collins, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. 8. schooner George Mangham.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, October 16, 1863.

Sir: On the receipt hereofz‘ proceed with the U. S. schooner George
Mangham. off Charleston, S. C., and report to Rear-Admiral Dahlgren
for duty in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

; ‘gery respectfully, ete.,
GipeEoN WELLES
, Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Master Joun CoLLing, Jr.,
ommanding U. 8. Schooner George Mangham, ‘
’ Georgetown, Prince Edward Island.

Order of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. Nawy, to Acting Master
Babcock, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. schooner T. A. Ward, to
proceed to Murrells Inlet.

: U. S. FraasHip PHILADELPHIA,
Of Charleston Bar, October 16, 1863.

Sir: You will proceed to Murrell’s Inlet, about 60 miles north of
this, for the purpose of observing a strict blockade of the place.

Take every precaution in communicating with the shore in search
of wood or water, and endeavor to obtain such information of the
locality, depth of water, enemy, or inhabitants as may be useful to
you, and communicate the same to me,

Respectfully, ete., -
L J. A, DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Acting Master W, L. BABCOOK, .
Commanding Schooner 1. A, Ward,
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Report of Rear- Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. Nawy, wrging torpedo war-
fare against the enemy.

No. 201.] FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
Off Morris Island, October 17, 1863,

Sir: Nothing of importance has transpired since my last.

Last night an object, believed to be a torpedo boat, was seen by our

icket boat and one or two of the vessels. (S)n finding itself discovered,
it returned up the harbor. A telegram from Richmond, which 1
observe in our papers, says that two of the crew of the ‘‘ David” were
missing. I conclude that the other two were not missing, Whether
this includes the return of these two in the torpedo boat does not
algpear. It is evident, however, that the encmy intends to prosecute
this mode of warfare, and I therefere urge reprisals in kind. -

One result we certainly shall gain—that of penetrating into every
corner of their harbor and attacking their own,ironclads, so that some
advantage will be derived from their own labors.

I have for a brief while directed the labors of Mr. Griffin to the
refitment of two of the monitors, in consequence of the tardy progress
made at Port Royal.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

©J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear- Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GibeoNn WELLES, .
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Ii’qgm't of Lieutenant- Commander Gibson, U. S. Nawy, commanding
U. 8. 8. Sencca, reqarding the escape of the steamer Herald from
Darien, Ga. ' :
~ U. S. GUNBOAT SENECA,
Doboy Sound, Georgia, October 17, 1863.

Sir: The day before yesterday a contrabrand came off from the
mainland, and from his wandering talk I gather that the steamer which
I have been so sedulously watching for must have escaped by one of
the creeks to the southward of us on the night béfore I received infor-
mation of her. That was the 16th ultimo, but if the description given
me of her be true, I can not imagine how she could survive the gale
on the night of the 17th. , 4

I think that if the Pl Jones, J7r., Were,prolperly armed, any future
running of this blockade by unarmed vessels might be prevented.
Can not she be furnished with a light 12-pounder howitzer? The
launch howitzer belonging to this vessel was left on board the Vermont
when we went north for regairs in May last. ' ;

One gunboat in thissound can not guard all the estuaries and creeks
formed by the flowing of the Altamaha to the sea, especially since the
port of Charleston has been effectually closed and the enemy seeks
other channels of unlawful ¢commerce. , ‘

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: WiLLiam GIBSON,
Lieutenant- Commandenr.

Rear-Admifal JOoHN A. DAHLGREN, . o
Commanding South Atlantio Blockading Squadron.
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P S U, 8, GUNBOAT SENECA,
Doboy Sound, Georgia, October 18, 1863.
Sir: This day I spoke the steamer ZZerald, formerly Lamar (a prize
to the U. S. gunboat Zioga), while she was passing this sound, She
is the steamer that was at Darien. Her captain states that he rode out
the equinoctial gale with a drag and had a very rough time of it.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- Wirrtiam GiBsoN,
Licutenant- Commander.

Rear-Admiral Joun A. DAHLGREN.

Letter from 1][((;7'07'- General Gillmore, U. 8. Arny, to Rear- Admiral
Dahlgren, U. 8. Navy, regarding future operations against
Charieston.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, ‘
In the Field, Folly Island, 8. C., October 17, 1863.

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 15th instant, in which there is an
extract from a communication from the Navy Department of the 9th
instant to the effect that it would be satisfactory to them to be informed
of my views, ag well ag your own, as our movements progress in this
quarter, ‘*in regard to future operations,” I beg leave to state:

First. That 1 am now awaiting the repairs on the monitors, which,
according to your letter of the 29th ultimo, were expected to be finished
in a couple of weeks from that time. ‘

You explained to me the day before yesterday, in an interview on
board your ship, the reasons for the delay. . _ , , v

Second. When those repairs are completed, the monitors, agreeably
to arrangement between us, and in fulfillment of that part of the orig-
inal programme to which they are supposed to be peculiarly adapted,
are to enter the inner harbor, and I am to keep down with my batteries
any fire, of whatever kind, from Sumter and from other sources, as
much as possible, while the obstructions are being removed and passed.
I have confidence in my ability to do this. I also believe the outer
obstructions can be removed at night without drawing any fire from
Sumter. My picket boats pass around the fort frequaently undiscovered.

Third. I have placed Morris and Folly islands in such a condition
of defense that they can be held by a small force, to enable me to
spare from them enough men to take advantage of any success the
ironclads may achieve in the inner harbow, = .

This is as far as my plans have been reported to the War Depart-
ment. They are merely details of the original project, as the author-
itics at Washington will doubtless remember. BV~ith yourself I have
discussed matters more in detail, but I respectfully suggest that these
details ought' not to be reported to Washington unless a special
request is made for them by both War and Navy Departments. I
have little confidence in the safety of important secrets at Washington.

1t would doubtless be proper for you to state to the Navy Depart-
ment whether or not you have confidence in my ability to execute mY
plans for future operations, and whether, in their execution, you will

N W R—voL 1H—4
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secure the measure of cooperation you desire and have a right to
expect.

n my opinion, the Department ought to be satisfied with that. Do
you not think so, too?

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient
servant, -

Q. A. GILLMORE,
T Major- General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral Joun A. DAULGREN,

Comdyg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadvon, off Morris Island.

I have just received your signal dispateh in reference to the use of
my calcium light on the New ﬁ’mzsidcs. I place it at your disposal
with great pleasure, and have little doubt that it will aid you in keep-
ing off the torpedo vessel. :

Order of Rear- Admirval Daklgren, U. S. Navy, to Captain Rowan,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. New lronsides, to adopt meas-
ures of defense against torpedo attack.

FrAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,
Of Morris Island, October 18, 1863.
Sm: It is now known that the ¢ David” has got back to Charleston,
and the attempt will be renewed on the /fronsides with larger charges
of powder. Some plan of defense should be resorted to at once. If
you have nothing better, try spars or logs floated at a suitable dis-
tance from the ship. If you can devise something more effectual,
please do so; there 1s no time to be lost. ~
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S J. A. DANLGREN,
Rear- Admaral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Captain S. C. Rowan,
Commanding U. S. S. Ironsides.

Captain Dunton, the quartermaster, in answer to my enquiry, says
he can supply 30 pine logs, 40 feet long.
J. A. D.

Order of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. Navy, to Captain Rowan,
U. 8. Navy, regarding proposed operations of Lieutenant Phythian,
U. 8. Navy.

- OcToBER 18, 1863.
Dear Sik: Lieutenant Phythian, of the Zehigh, is desirous of mak--
ing an effort to operate on the torpedo vessels which he is sanguine of,

Please let him, therefore, make a fair trial of his plan and have all

the needed facilities.

Very truly, yours, J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admaral.
Captain Rowan,
Commanding fronsides.
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Letter of Bear- Admiral Dahlgren, U. 8. Nawy, to Assistant Secretary
of the Navy, regarding affairs at Charleston, S. C.

Fracsuir PHILADELPHIA,
 Off Morres Island, October 18, 1863,

My DrAr Sir: Mr. Griffin hag heen useful here, and will, I hope,
he able to reduce the time of repair for the monitors very much.

After many disap])oil_;tments, am loth to promise, but I am now in
hope that the ironclads will be ready by November 10 (three weeks).
The public demand for instantly proceeding into Charleston is so per-
“sistent that I would rather go in at all-risks than stand the incessant
abuse lavished ‘on me, ; o -

It is now certain that the torpedo vessel got back to Charleston. 1
have just conversed with three refugees who left yesterday, who are
engineers, and assure me of the fact. A rencwal of the attempt may
therefore be looked for, and there is much vigilance exercised; still, 1t
is very diflicult to see so small an object at night. If you can, let me
have one in thirty days and it will be put to use. o

The flomeis iny I went to see her; she only needed calking, and will
he very useful.  We are very short of men, and those who come down
are said to be very inferior. ~The Massachusetts hrought down 199, and
at the same time 149 good men left for the North—times out.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
* J. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral.
Hon. G. V. Fox, '
Assistant Secrctary of Navy.

My best regards to -Mr., Welles, with thanks for the conclusion of
his last letter (October 9). ,

Could I not have the Sangamon by November, first week?

Permit me to add that two teeth of the Wechawken’s main pinion (for
revolving turret) have just been reported as having broken, and it is
important to have a new pinion wheel with all dispatch.

Report of Acting Master Meriam, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Norwich, regarding affairs in St. John’s River, Florda.

U. S. S. Norwich,
St Jokn'’s Riwer, Qctober 18, 1863.
Sir: 1 have the honor to report that three deserters from the rebel
forces came in this morning. These make 14 this month, One com-
pany at Jacksonville has lost 82 out of 82 men. D
The engineers of this ship have succeeded in arrangin% the engine
so as to run with 80 pounds steam, high pressure, at the rate of 3
knots 1 smooth water. The Hale's boilers’gave been repaired, so that
she carries 15 pounds of steam.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
Frank B. MERIAM,
Acting Master, Commanding, and Senior Officer Present. -

Rear-Admiral Joun A. DAHLGREN
Commanding South Atlantic i»’loc/cadv‘ng Squadron.



592 SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Report of Rear- Admaral Dallgren, U. S. Navy, regurding feasibility
af an advance into Charleston farbor.

No. 199.] Fraa-SteaMER PHILADELPIIA,
O Morris Island, October 18, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your reply (9th
October) to my communications, Nos, 159, 172, 175, and 177, and beg
leave to premise that my own anticipations as to the repairs of the
monitors have been entirely disappointed. o

Under date of 29th September (172), I stated to the Department that
by the middle of this month I expected to have the seven monitors
ready for action. This time is now arrived, and the following exhibits
the actual state of these seven vessels: '

1st. Charleston.——In complete vepair, Catskill and Weehawken, 2.

2d. Port Royal.—Repaired and presumed to be ready for service,
Latapsco,® 1. ,

3d. Port Royal.—Under repair and reported to be ready November
2, Montauwk and Lassaie, 2.

4th, Charleston.—Awaiting their turn for repair, which it is hoped
may not require very long, Nehant and Lekigh, 2.

The time that has heen required to make these repairs is, to me,
entirely unaccountable. I know that exposure to the enemy’s heavy
guns for two months might well damage even iron, but not to the
extent of requiring an average of thirty days for repair.

Impediments en the harbor.—1st. As regards these, some are plain
enough, such as the continuous line of works extending from Moultric
on the right, Fort Johnson and its dependencies on the left, Fort Rip-
ley, a small work farther on to the right, supported by the three iron-
clads, and farther on to the right Castle Pinckney. The first two are
formidable works, having been extended and strengthened by the labor
of large numbers of men for some time, the rest only so as a part of a
system, , ;

2d. There is also a line of piles in front of Ripley that has its pur-

ose,but which is now ascertained not to oxtendp across the channel,

‘he impediments not visible, and of which nothing certain is known,
are those which are submerged. :

3d. First come those of rope between Sumter and Moultrie. All
prisoners, deserters, and other persons of the enemy whom I have
seen concur in the existence of these, though having only a partial
knowledge of them; they differ in describing their mode of arrange-
ment. My own scouts have been among them and agree they are.
there, an(f some of my boats have gone well past them. Various
devices have been prepared to get rid of them, and it is not probable
that we shall be much troubled 1n passing them.

4th. But therc is another kind of impediment of which we know
nothing with certainty-—the torpedoes. They may exist or they may
not, may act or not when resorted to, and may be anywhere. I\y 0 one
can give certain information in respect to them; some have seen such
devices while being made; some think they are located in one place,
and scine in another, and there is, on the whole, the greatest uncer-
tainty in regard tothem. I have examined a number of deserters and
prisoners, among them watermen accustomed to the harbor, and one
pilot; they all concur as to their ignorance of these torpedoes.

* Cormnpleted, and arrived at Charleston 19th October.
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All of these, however, will not prevent a suituble force from enter-
ing and penetrating to Charleston.  There will he seven monitors ready
for this service when the repairs arc completed, and if no greater con-
sequences depended on the issue than defeat and the loss of some of
these I should not hesitate to enter as soon ag the monitors were in a
condition for service. - But the defeat might be so seriousas to involve
the communications of our forces on the islands, the blockade, and
other material advantages, and I confess I am not prepared to risk
these unless relieved of the responsibility of such a result, in which
case nothing would he more acceptable to me than the enterprise.

I have not forgotten the /ronsides in my estimate, but the use to be
made of this vessel is not always certain.  She has a powerful battery
and can fire with great rapidity, and is proycr]i considered a dan-
rerous opponent by the enemy; but, on the other hand, she hasa great
ﬁrut’t of water, is said not to steer well, and is exposed, in a measure,
at the ends, particularly astern; so that in previous actions I have been
in the habit, after assigning her station, to ]eave much discretion to the
captain in occupying it. o

These are the deductions to be drawn from the present state of
affairs, but when the monitors are ready material changes may have
occurred which may make it advisable to strike the blow even with the
foree at disposal, instead of waiting another month for the four which
the Department then expeets to be ready. If the odds are not too
great, the Department may be assnred that I shall be ready to advise
and to make the trial. ;

Modes of proceeding.—There are three of these, viz:

L. To enter the harbor directly with the ironclads, passing Moultrie,
Johnson, and the obstructions, defeating or driving back the three
ironclads, knocking down Ripley, silencing Pinckney, and taking posi-
tion off Charleston.

2. The army to move on James Island and the navy to assist.

3. The army operating agninst Sullivan’s Islaud, assisted by the
navy.

Til() first is purely naval.” There can be no cooperation with the
army and no assistance beyond the action of its cannon on Sumter,
Moultrie, and Johnson, which would, however, be very desirable.

If the ironclads should reach Charleston, then the troops might he
‘landed at any point in the barbor which would menace the enemy’s
communications, and therefore induce him to abandon Johnson or
Moultrie.

The second and third modes of operating would be of like nature
with that by which Morris Island was” reduced—the troops gradually
gaining ground on the enemy by trenches and artillery, while the
navy covered their advance and checked the movements of the enemy.
These, however, must be left entircly to the choice of the general,
because it is for him alone to judge of the practicability of the pro-
ceeding and of his mieans to carry it out. May I ask if the Depart-
ment will objeet to my cooperating with him in either, in case he
should ask itg For my own part, it is natural that I should prefer the
first—that is, to enter the harbor with adequate force and make my
way to Charleston. -

1) have thus briefly made known my own views upon the various
plans of action, which, with the aid of a map, will, I think, be clear
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to the Department, and I will transmit those requested of the generai
us soon as they are received,

Will the Department permit me to add that I apprehend the work
werformed by the navy in cooperating againgt Morris Island is neither
nown nor appreciated by the public at large, and that great injustice

is thus done to the severe labor which all shared in, and to the present
inaction, which is, in fact, entirely due to the repairs rendered neces-
sary by the incessant battering from the heaviest cannon through a
course of sixty days. In that time the ironclads fired more than 8,000
shot and shells and were hit 882 times, the greatest number received
being 164, by the Zronsides (““A”).

By the presence and action of the vessels the right flank of our army
and its supplies were entirely covered; provisions, arms, cannon,
ammunition, ete., were landed as freely as if an enemy were not in
sight, while by the same means the enemy was restricted to the least
space and action. Indeed, it was only by night, and in the line from
Sumter, that food, powder, or relief could be introduced, and that very
sparingly. The works of the enemy were also flanked by our guns, so
t}mt he was confined to his works and his fire quelled whenever it
beesme too serious, in evidence of which are the following telegrams:

Telegrams from General (illmore.

July 80, 8 a. m.—The enemy firing
musketry from Wagner and interferes
with my working. Can you not help me
to subdue them?

August 11, 2.36 a. m.—Please open as
;aoon as posgible; the enemy’s fire iy very
10avy. -

August 17.—To save Sumter, the enemy
may attempt a sortie in the mornin{;.
Can you get monitors in position ag early
as to-day ? ( , .

August 17.—The enemy are mounting
a heavy gun on the sea face of Wagner.

August 19.—If you could replace them
(Whitworth guns)), with 8-inchi guns, and
300 or 400 rounds of ammunition for each
gun, it would help us greatly.

August 21.—My approaches to Wagner
are suspended, on account of the annoy-
ance from the enemy’s sharpshooters.
Can you not stop it?

August 24/.—The fire from Wagner is
very galling,

August 22.—Wagner has opened a

heavy fire on our works. Unless the
navy succeed in silencing them, there is
great danger of their dismounting our
guns, ;
August 22,—Colonel Turner telegraphs
me from the front that unlegs the navy
opens speedily two of our guns will cer-
tainly be dismounted.

August 23.—Can you let me have gome
100-pounder Parrott shells? I am en-
tirely out.

August 27.—Can 1 take another 8-inch
gun and a 100-pounder Parrott from your
vessela?

Replies from Rear-Admiral Dahlgren.

I have just ordered a monitor and a
gunboat into action,

All right,

A detachment of ironclads will be in
position at dayhreak.

I have sent two monitors up to keep
them quiet in Wagner.

I will have them replaced immedi-
ately.

I will try to do so.

I am now going to move up with the
monitors, .

I will send up two or three monitors at
once.

Orders have been given, and the moni-
tors are moving up.

I can let you have 260 shells and 100
shot; also 100 Schenkle shells.

You can take the guns,
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When the lodgment was effected on Morris Island, the flankin
column was brought up by the hoats of the squadron, under the guid.
ance of Lieutenant-Commander Bunce and other ofticers. Launches
from the ships also picketed on the left of the troops during the
progress of the engineering operations, and one of the batteries that
played on Fori Sumter was mounted with guns obtained from me and
manned by seamen under Captain Parker.

There were, morcover, important occasions in which the whole
force was brought to bear and when every gun in Wagner was inva-
riably silenced. Reverse this. Suppose us destitute of an ironclad
squadron and the enemy’s three at liherty to flank our troops.

In thus noting some of the service performed by the navy in
reducing Morris Island, there is no intention of abating from the
merit of the general on his plan of operation, or the patient labor »f
our troops in executing it, or the manner in which the artillery did its
work; by no means, though there are some miserable creatures who
seem bent on such mischief. ;

But with the possession of Morris Island the joint operation of the
two arms naturally come to a conclusion for the time. The engineers
had to refortify the whole island, with reference solely to our own
interests, which is not yet accomplished, and I was obliged to place the
monitors in the hands of the mechanics in order to repair the dam-
ages sustained and fit them for further operations, which, also, is not
yet accomplished. _

When ready to proceed it will remain to act either singly or jointly
as the public interests may require. That the city can be destroyed
by the fire from the batteries on Cumming’s Point 1 have no doubt,
though it has probably been rendered intolerable to all who can leave
by the oppressive measures of their own military authorities, who
would, no doubt, rather have this happen than see us enter into pos-
session.  But I should not entertain any very sanguine expectations of
benefit from such a distant fire, which might destroy houses standing
together, but would have little effect on the defenges. The occupation
of the city by our own authorities, and the opening of the port to com-
merce, if the Government desired it, would he far more important,
and should the ironclads be able to pass up and menace the city at a
decisive distance this might be hoped for. ‘

Having now, in a summary way, touched on the principal topics of
the paper from the Department, I beg to assure you of my grateful
up[])reciation of the contfidence you are tpleased to express in my desire
and ability to meet the emergencies of the tusk assigned me. From
the beginning of the war I have given myself and all in my power
to uphold the cause of the flag under whose folds I have spent my
life, and so it will be for the remainder of that life. ,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear-Admiral, Comdy. South Atlantic Blockdg. Squadron.

Hon. Gipeox W ELLES,
Secratary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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{Enclosure A, )

‘Number of shot fired.

XV-ineh, [ XI-dnch, | Hits,
~ 138 425 86
301 478 154
{1 28 30
119 107 9%
170 276 69
Patapsco ... e h et e e e et e s 178 230 9%
T2 T T (N 264 633 134
NS0 8T 0] 1 44 165 . B3
R T 15 C: T LN 4,439 164
l 1,255] 6,771 882

Letter from Rear-Admiral Dallgren,U. S. Nawy, to Major- General
Gillmore, U, S. Army, in regard to future operations.

Fraasiir PHILADELPHIA,
Off Morres Iseland, October 18, 1863.

Sir: Yours of 17th October is just received, and I address you in
some haste, in order to transmit the result of our correspondence.

Glancing over the most recent letters that have passed between us
on the subject of operations, I find our common relations to be as
follows:

1st. After the evacuation of Morris Island on the 6th September
there was no joint operation which had been discussed and agreed on.
Of course some plan of operation would be agreed on, when both of
us were prepared. At that time, however, the monitors needed
repairs, and this was commenced immediately.

_2d. In this condition of things I addresse({ you on the 26th Septem-
ber, asking if you could assist my entrance into the harbor by renew-
ing your fire on Sumter. This was in the nature of an enquiry, so
that when the monitors were ready I should know precisely what 1
could calculate upon, and the enquiry had veference to the musketry
fire of which I had good reason to know Sumter was capable of oper-
ating on men endeavoring to remove the obstructions, whether on the
decks of the monitors or in boats.

3d. The meaning of my letter was not clearly understood, as I per-
ceived by your answer, but this was I believe set right by mine of the
29th, and thig clearly limits any understanding to your opening a
heavy fire on Sumter wheneyer the monitors are ready to pass in.

4th, This, then, was, if I have comprehended you 1‘ight§y, the state
of our mutual relations at that date, and so continued until our inter-
view on the 15th, when you proposed definitely a new plan for joint
operation.

With reference to this I expressed my wish to give you a cordial

sui)port a3 soon as the monitors were completed. : ,

find, however, on the perusal of the paper from the Navy Depart-
ment, recently received, that contained the clause which I referred to-
you, that it will be impossible for me to enter the harbor until I am
authorized to do so by the Navy Department. 1 had made this the
subject of a formal reference to the Department, and the Department,
before answering, had asked for my views and yours. As youdesire,

however, that I shall not report the details at Washington unless a



SOUTH ATLANTIO BLOOKADING SQUADRON. b -

special request is made for them by both the War and Navy Depart.
ments, 1 will not do so; at the same time, il it is not done in scason, 1
apprehend some additional delay beyond the period fixed.

i’ermit me to suggest, therefore, that you will recede from the
request and allow me to ask the consent of the Navy Department,
which just at this moment is indispensable. ,

I do not think that the Department would consider my opinion as
an acceptable substitute for your expression of views.

You may be assured, general, in conclusion, that I will give, as I
have done hitherto, all the support in my power to any plan of oper-
ation you may select. , ‘

I had hoped to get back into the creck with a view to an answer in
time so that the steamer to-morrow might inform the Secretary of
the Navy, and I also wished to see you; but the pilot, however, says
the tide is too low, so I shall have to trust to this hastily written letter.

If I have inadvertently fallen into any misunderstanding you will
do me the favor to point it out.

Very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
JNo. A. DAHLGREN,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding.

Major-General Q. A. Grnivorg, U. S. Army, _
Commanding Department of the South, Folly Island.

Order of the Secretary of the Nawy to the commandant navy yard,
New York.

Navy DepARTMENT, October 19, 1863.

Sir: Direct the U, S, tug Carnation to proceed carefully to Charles-

ton and report to Rear-Admiral Dahlgren,
Very respecttully, ete.,
(:tprzoN WELLES,
: Seeretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral Hiram PAuLping,

Commandant Navy Yard, New York.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Aeting Lieutenant Brodhead,
U. SSAZ("”% commanding U. S.”S. Lodona, to proceed to Charles-
dony S, C

NAvy DEPARTMENT, October 19, 1863.
SIr: Proceed off Charleston, S. C., with the U. S. S. LZodone and
report to Rear-Admiral Dahlgren for duty in the South Atlantic Block-
ading quluadron.
ery respectfully, etc.,
GiproN WELLES,
N Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Lieutenant Epaar Bropurap,
Cgommandz'ng U. 8. 8. Lodoma, Philadelplia.
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Report of Rear- Admarval Dablgren, U. S, Navy, vegarding minutes of
a conversation with Major- General Gillmore, U. S. Arny.

FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELAPIA,
» - ] 7 -
Off Morris Island, October 19, 1863,

Sir: My dispatch 199 contains my views briefly on many of the
points involved in future operations. I have now seen General Gill-
more, with whom I have had repeated conferences lately, particularly
yesterday, and submit the following in his own words:

General G, will have force enough available, without hazarding the security of
Morris Island, to occupy the south side of the harbor if the monitors succeed in
getting into the channel between James Island and [Fort] Ripley and can hold it.

As the success, however, of this measure will depend on the secrecy with which it
is conducted, boing in the nature of a surprise, the gencral is exceedingly desirous
that no suspicion thereof shall be allowed to transpire.

If the ironclads in their present force would be risked by going in, the general is
in favor of waiting until the others are ready, and meanwhile operating elsewhere,

* * * * * * *

, J. A. DAHLGREN,
LRear- Admiral.
Hon. (x. WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Letter from Acting Rear- Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Rear-Admaral
Dallgren, U. 8. Ny, regarding the U. 8. steamers Oleander and
Augusta Dinsmore.

U. S. Fragsnip MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., October 19, 1863.
ApmiraL: The Department, by telegraphic dispatch, directs that
the Oleander shall veturn to you immediately. I have given the order.
It also directs that the Awgusta Dinsmore shall proceed to New York
with the men whose terms of enlistment have expired. Her engine
ang boiler have been examined and repaired here, and are now in good
order,
I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, yours,
S. i; iEE,
Aety. Rear-Admaral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockg. Squadron.

Rear-Admiral J. A, Danreren, U. S. Navy,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Chaplain Dorrance, U. S. Nuvy, lo Bear-Admiral Dald-
gren, U. 8. Nawvy, reqarding communication with Charleston by flag

of truce.
U. S. S. WasasH, October 19, 1863.

Dear Sir: I have this day communicated with the enemy by a flag
of truce. The officer who met me, after apologizing for delaying the
truce so long, said he had orders from Generaf Beauregard, through
a messenger, not to receive anything unless it was a communication
from the admiral to the French consul. He thought there must be
some mistake about it. If there was, however, he would communi-
cato by a flag of truce to-morrow. H